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In the east of the Vale arable production is shifting back to more traditional pastoral
farming, assisted by Stewardship schemes. Hedgerow boundaries give way to wet ditches on
the lower Carr land ©Tim Burkinshaw

Potter Brompton Carr – HLS floodplain wet grassland for breeding waders, grazed by cattle
©Tim Burkinshaw
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1.0 Summary
1.1 Following on from the successful first 5 years of the Cayton and Flixton Carrs Wetland
Partnership, a decision was taken to explore the opportunities of expanding the biodiversity
focus of the work to encompass wider landscape, geological and archaeological and heritage
issues, all aspects of which face developing and changing pressures in the area. It was clear
from initial work that the threats to the landscape and heritage had a number of common
themes which required a coordinated approach to their solution.
1.2 A parallel partnership development process initiated by LEADER CWWW was taking
place across the East Riding and North Yorkshire. This brought over 60 organisations
together to seek opportunities for using rivers, canals and streams as a driver for
environmental, economic and social change. Two target rivers for the East Riding and North
Yorkshire Waterways Partnership were the River Hertford and the River Derwent, both
significant landscape features within the Vale of Pickering.
1.3 Over the past five years, a number of community events have been run in the eastern
section of the Vale, relating to biodiversity and cultural heritage. These events were always
well attended and suggested a significant interest in local natural and cultural heritage
amongst the local communities of the area.
1.4 In 2012, English Heritage published its Statement of Significance for the Vale which
further highlighted its extraordinary but largely overlooked importance. The aim of this
document was to define a common level of understanding among a variety of stakeholders,
establishing why the Vale was important
1.5 A number of workshops explored the opportunities that arise from this exciting overlap
of interests and activities. It was decided that the only funding opportunity that offered the
scope and scale necessary to address the threats to and pressures on the Vale was the
Landscape Partnership Scheme offered by the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF). . Indeed as early
as 2008 the need for collaborative working in the Vale of Pickering landscape was identified
through partnership workshops convened by the RSPB and North Yorkshire County Council.
1.6 A new initiative then began in earnest in May 2012 to explore the potential of this
approach.
1.7 The Waterways Partnership was able to secure funding from LEADER CWWW to support
an initial community consultation exercise. This revealed how the area’s waterways could
most appropriately support local sustainable development and was matched with resources
from Scarborough Borough Council and the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust to consider the broader
landscape in its entirety. The work was undertaken between November 2012 and March
2013.
1.8 The stakeholder workshops explored the most appropriate landscape programme area
(101 square kilometres), and agreed the nature of the current threats facing the natural and
cultural heritage within the Vale. The workshops also identified opportunities for change,
improvements and engagement.
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1.9 The community consultation identified a strong desire by local people to be more
involved with their local landscape. They were keen to learn more about their local area
including its geology, archaeology and biodiversity. A Heritage Open Day identified a wealth
of local knowledge about changes to the local area and way of life and a keenness for those
stories to be captured and to make a difference. The consultation identified a range of local
issues and views, presented in section 8 and Appendix 2.
1.10 In order to ensure that local views are central to the development of the action
programme for the area, an expanded partnership has been formed, including the creation
of a Partnership Board, suitable to steer a Landscape Partnership Scheme.
1.11 A coherent programme of initiatives is now being built that will encompass all of the
key aspects of HLFs Landscape Partnership Scheme through the following processes
•

Understanding more about the landscape heritage and protecting and enhancing it
through better management.

•

Encouraging more people to visit and learn about the landscape, to contribute by
volunteering, helping make decisions, to learn new skills and to help manage the
landscape, its cultural heritage and its waterways.

•

To improve access to the landscape and its stories for local communities, helping to
sustain these communities by promoting tourism and increasing community
capacity through activity programmes.

1.12 In the light of the audience framework, the above have been simplified to the three
headings below.
•

Involving people in the management of Yorkshire’s Hidden vale and its heritage

•

Encouraging more people to visit Yorkshire’s Hidden Vale

•

Encouraging more people to learn about the heritage of Yorkshire’s Hidden vale

A series of possible initiatives and projects emerging from consultation with the
communities and stakeholders have been identified under these headings. However, the
activities are wide ranging and will cover all of the HLF objectives listed in 9.4.1.

St Hilda’s Street,
Sherburn ©Tim
Burkinshaw
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2.0 Introduction to the Document
2.1 The aim of this document is to bring together three streams of work:
•

The aspirations of the Waterways Partnership to see the River Hertford and the River
Derwent placed at the heart of a sustainable, local, economic ,social and environmental
improvement plan

•

The desire to create a strategic landscape plan for a large section of the eastern Vale of
Pickering, where previous work has identified the need to protect peat soils and palaeoenvironmental evidence within them, extend areas of grassland and encourage mixed
farming, and restore wetland habitats; and

•

An expressed desire by the local communities in the area to see a fundamental
improvement in their opportunities to engage with the cultural and natural heritage and
wildlife and as a consequence bring about better leisure activities, tourism opportunities
and more broad-based economic benefits for the area

2.2 The document is broadly structured in five sections.
2.2.1 The first section provides a general introduction to the document, the area and the
work (See in particular 2.0 to 5.0)
2.2.2 The second section draws on local, regional and national (and indeed international)
expertise to describe the landscape and heritage values of the area. (See in particular 6.0).
This value has been long overlooked, as reflected in its relative lack of wider countryside
sites and features designated for their conservation value. This section draws out the issues
and opportunities arising from individual heritage sectors.
2.2.3 The third section outlines the policy background, stakeholders and relevant recent,
existing and proposed initiatives in the draft programme area. (See in particular 7.0).
2.2.4 The fourth section reports on an intensive period of public consultation, designed to
understand the current state of knowledge of the area, in particular amongst the immediate
communities, and to identify any aspirations for change which local people expressed. (See
in particular 8.0 and appendices 1 and 2.)
2.2.5 The fifth section draws together the issues, opportunities and community aspirations.
It identifies broad overlaps where projects and programmes of mutual interest can be taken
forward to achieve a wide series of improvements to the landscape and community,
providing improved quality of life for the people who live in, work in or just visit the Vale.
(See in particular 9.0). This juxtaposition of interests will drive the development of a
Landscape Partnership Scheme bid.
2.3 As a tacit acknowledgement to our primary funders, the waterways issues of each
section of the document are, wherever appropriate presented at the head of the section.

7

3.0 Introduction to Yorkshire’s Hidden Vale
3.1 The Vale of Pickering is a flat-bottomed, low-lying basin sandwiched between the hills of
the North York Moors to the north and the Yorkshire Wolds to the south. It is a tranquil
rural area dominated by arable agriculture, with a linear arrangement of discrete villages
both to the north and the south of the Vale on rising ground. However, it is an active
working landscape of farming, movement and quarrying. The Vale holds the A64 trunk road
which at key times of year ferries large numbers of West Yorkshire tourists to the holiday
coast around Scarborough. Most of these travellers are completely oblivious to the
extraordinary value of the landscape they pass through. Indeed, many within the local
communities of the villages also seem unaware of the essential quality of the landscape they
inhabit.
3.2 The Vale, in its eastern section is drained by two rivers. The upper section of the River
Derwent, flowing south from the North York Moors, but then west (rather than east to the
sea) through the Kirkham Gap, giving rise to the idea that it flows ‘backwards’. This is met
by the River Hertford, now flowing through a straight canalised drain, though its previous
meandering route can still be identified in the landscape.
3.3 The Vale is ‘hidden’ in a number of key ways
•

It is physically surrounded by hills.

•

It is surrounded by better known landscapes. To most people it is just ‘the flat bit
between the Moors and Wolds,’ if they even think about it at all.

•

Its extraordinary value and its landscape and cultural stories are known to only a few
people.

•

It has been largely overlooked in terms of natural and cultural heritage designations
which belie its geological, archaeological and biodiversity importance.

3.4 The aim of the Yorkshire’s Hidden Vale Landscape Partnership is to generate a living
cultural landscape where arable land is intermixed with e re-created wet grassland grazed by
cattle and sheep, conserving landscape, archaeology and biodiversity together. It will
increase access to local heritage (both physical and intellectual) and encourage engagement
and participation in its management by the local community. It aims to create a partnership
between experts and local people to create a more prosperous and sustainable future for
this remarkable area.

The River Hertford ©Tim
Burkinshaw
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4.0 Background Documents on Landscape and Significance
4.1 Two significant documents provide an excellent starting point for considerations of
landscape in this area. The first is the National Character Area Profile No. 26 Vale of
Pickering produced by Natural England (revised 2012). The second is an intensive recent
Landscape Character Assessment for the whole of Scarborough Borough produced by Land
Use Consultants. Published as Scarborough Landscape Study: Volume 1 Borough wide
Landscape Character Assessment (2013). This document contains the details of a number of
smaller character areas that relate directly to the programme area.
4.2 A further key document which draws together the most comprehensive review of the
cultural significance of the Vale is The Vale of Pickering Statement of Significance. Written by
Dr. Louise Cooke for English Heritage (published 2012).
4.3 A detailed strategy document has been produced to drive the work of the East Riding
and North Yorkshire Waterways Partnership. The Waterways Strategy (2012- 2020). This
document is supplemented in detail by a series of back-up documents, one for each
waterway in the Partnership area, which pull together appropriate information on local
socio-economic issues, designations, policies and activities.

Winter flooding on the Hertford Vale at Staxton Carr ©Tim Burkinshaw
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5.0 Programme Area
5.1 The boundary of the programme area for Yorkshire’s Hidden Vale has been derived from
a series of workshops and consultation over a six month period, having undergone a number
of iterations. The latest version is provided as Map 1. It covers 101 square kilometres of a
specific area of the eastern Vale. It is designed to cover a distinctive, coherent section of the
Vale, encompassing:
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The distinctive eastern third of the Vale, between the raised coastal moraines of the
eastern edge and the more open landscape dominated by larger farms and larger
arable fields of the central Vale
A complete cross-section of the Vale, including high ground to north and south
A culturally discrete section of the Vale
The main area of opportunity for landscape restoration to a more mixed agricultural
regime
Those communities where most interest in engagement has been identified
Key areas of highest geological, archaeological and biodiversity value
Key areas with peat soils which correspond to known archaeological and biodiversity
value
That section of the Vale offering opportunity to restore important, small areas of
wet woodland
An area where improvements to the rivers of the Vale could make a great impact on
their surrounding landscape
Those areas associated with the most remarkable heritage stories and assets

“There are subtle but discernible differences between east and west of the Vale. To the east
of Malton the valley floor is very flat and low-lying with peaty soils and black peat fields in
the carr areas south of Eastfield. Much of the landscape arises from the drainage and
enclosure of land during 18th and 19th centuries.” National Character Area No.26.
“In the east of the Vale fields are large and geometric in shape with boundaries of low
hedges or fences with drainage ditches in the lowest-lying areas. To the west smaller more
irregular fields are generally earlier in date, with more grassland, and often enclosed by full
hedges and hedgerow.” National Character Area No. 26.
5.2 The Programme area encompasses s the routes of the upper River Derwent and the
River Hertford identified as key waterways by the Waterways Partnership.
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Map 1
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6.0 The Cultural and Natural Heritage of the Programme Area
What follows is a series of brief descriptions for the main aspects of heritage value within
Yorkshire’s Hidden Vale. They are included to introduce the key areas and to highlight the
main issues and opportunities that arise from them. It will be clear from reading the
individual sections that the headings are essentially artificial and that there are significant
overlaps between the assets and issues raised under the different sections.

Wet ditch at Ebberston managed intensively to maximise its drainage benefit ©Tim
Burkinshaw
6.1 Hydrology of the Programme Area (Rivers and Drains)
6.1.1 Two key rivers drain the programme area. The River Hertford rises on the Eastern
Wolds and then runs westwards away from the sea to meet the River Derwent. The River
Derwent is a much more substantial feature, though only a small section of it lies within the
programme area. It flows southwards from the North York Moors following the outflow
route of an ancient glacial lake, into the Vale of Pickering, meandering westwards and out
through the Kirkham Gap and thence south to meet the River Ouse.
6.1.2 Historically, both rivers have been straightened extensively and canalised, to improve
their drainage capacity, most famously following the Muston and Yedingham Drainage Act of
1800. The ‘new cut’ of the Hertford was created during the industrial revolution and the
local story suggests it was hand dug by prisoners from the Napoleonic Wars. They continue
to form the heart of an extensive drainage regime overseen by the Muston and Yedingham
Internal Drainage Board (IDB), endeavouring to keep the agricultural areas of the Vale dry
enough to support high quality arable crops.
6.1.3 Studies required under the EU Water Framework Directive have shown sections of the
Hertford and the Derwent to be failing to reach their potential environmental value
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primarily on the grounds of diminished biodiversity value. The extensive engineering of the
watercourses has been detrimental to some sections of the rivers in this respect. However,
additional studies have shown that significant improvements could be made without
detriment to the drainage functions of the rivers. These ideas are being developed by the
Environment Agency and the East Yorkshire Rivers Trust.
6.1.4 Responsibility for managing the Hertford was passed back from the Environment
Agency to the Internal Drainage Board in 2012 following a process of ‘de-maining’. The IDB
are now responsible for all management of the river and its flood banks.
6.1.5 Whilst the drainage regime has been successful in creating a valuable arable area, it
has meant that habitats present since the last glaciations – wet grassland and wet carr
woodland are significantly reduced. This reduction is also true of the traditional wetlands
that have been a constant feature of the Vale for 11,000 years and that have provided the
context for man’s settlement of the Vale and have provided the extraordinary conditions in
which the decorative and mundane artefacts of day to day life in the earliest prehistoric
periods have been preserved .. The expansion and efficiency of modern intensive drainage
has had an impact on these rich deposits, removing the water and introducing oxygen which
has led to the decay of archaeological sites. It has been possible in some areas, to hold up
water levels without significant impact on the overall drainage regime allowing the recreation of important areas of wet grassland and maintaining a suitable regime for the
continued survival of these important places.
6.1.6 Parish boundaries of northern and southern villages meet at the historic course of the
Hertford and Derwent Rivers. Even though both rivers have been re-aligned the District
boundaries still trace the former watercourses, in sinuous patterns. The rivers formed the
boundary between the historic North and East Ridings of Yorkshire. Today, whilst a number
of bridges allow major roads and railways to cross, footpaths frequently have a linear nature
ending at the river and very few places. Allowing some limited and controlled access along
parts of the Hertford’s flood banks could have a dramatic effect on physical access within
the Vale.
6.1.7 The villages along the north and south sides of the Vale which arose along spring line,
and farmsteads and small villages were established on slightly higher ground in the centre of
the Vale, above the marshes – so that the underlying hydrology is very evident just by
looking at the settlement pattern
6.1.8 Recreational use of the rivers is extremely limited over the area we are considering.
This is primarily on account of their rather narrow and shallow, engineered nature, limited
accessibility and evidently limited demand.

Issues
HI1 Drainage has played an important role in the economic development of the area. .
Working with landowners and farmers it will be important to find ways of protecting peat
soils, restoring wet grassland, whilst maintaining economic viability of their enterprises.
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HI2 Drainage engineering has had a significant impact on the biodiversity of some sections of
the rivers.
HI3 Intensive field drainage is drying out peat soils and enabling cultivation, which leads to
oxidation and loss of peat and irreversible damage to the palaeo-environmental and
archaeological evidence contained within it.
HI4 The rivers have long formed a geo-political boundary between communities, north and
south, of the Vale but access along their banks is very limited.
HI5 There is limited recreation use of the rivers currently Opportunities for in-channel
recreation are particularly limited, but there are no significant options for improvement.
Opportunities
HO1 It is possible to re create important wet habitats without significantly affecting the
drainage regime of the eastern Vale.
HO2 It will be possible to improve the biodiversity of the rivers without affecting their
drainage capacity.
HO3 It would be possible to significantly improve the accessibility of the Vale by using the
IDB river banks to link linear footpaths providing an important recreational resource for local
communities.
H04 Work with Environment Agency, the Internal Drainage Board and local farmers to
identify locations where the natural courses of the rivers and streams can be reinstated,
thus allowing more natural geomorphological processes to operate, along with the
development of a range of wetland habitats, increasing flood storage and dissipating the
energy of the flow

River Hertford near Seamer following annual weed cutting. One bank is left intact as a
wildlife refuge ©Tim Burkinshaw
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6.2 Landscape Character of the Programme Area
The programme area comprises sections of four character areas in the Land Use Consultants
(LUC) report, given the following titles (see Map 2):
• The Vale
• The Vale Fringe
• The Wolds Escarpment
• Tabular Foothills
The following descriptions are based primarily on the Scarborough Borough Landscape
Character Asessment
6.2.1 The Vale

Herford
floodplain at
Flixton Carr.
Typical of the
eastern Vale.
©Tim
Burkinshaw
The Vale comprises the low lying topography of the basin floor. Much of the underlying
bedrock is overlain by glacial and glacial lake deposits including clay, sand, gravel, which is
now actively quarried, and peat. It is largely an agricultural landscape with medium to large
arable fields enclosed by low hedges fences, drainage ditches and dykes. Tree cover is
sparse with occasional tree groups, small plantations and particularly carr woodlands. The
area is drained by the Rivers Hertford and Derwent linked to a sophisticated network of
canalised watercourses and drainage ditches. Settlement is primarily dispersed farmsteads
with a number of historic villages. A number of public footpaths are aligned approximately
north-southand end abruptly at the River Hertford. Being so flat, the area is only easily seen
from the adjacent high ground. There is a strong sense of openness with long views across
fields towards the surrounding elevated land. The occasional woodlands frame the views.
This is a tranquil rural environment with few roads, lanes and tracks. There is a strong
geometric landscape pattern with a uniform and simple character.
It should be noted that there is a distinctly different character between the west and the
east if the Vale. Within the Programme Area there are fewer hedges and more ditches,
there are regular rectangular fields and only occasional small woods.
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Map 2
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6.2.2 Vale Fringe
This forms an intermediate area between the Vale floor and the Tabular Foothills to the
north. This slightly elevated ground is predominantly mudstone overlain by sand, gravel and
glacial till deposited by the prehistoric Lake Pickering. The land use is primarily mixed use
farmland, with fields surrounded by hedgerows and grassy verges with scattered trees. The
area holds a number of manor houses and scheduled ancient monuments. The primary
settlements are the small villages associated with the rural road network, although there are
some holiday and caravan parks. The cores of a number of villages are Conservation Areas.
There is a scatter of Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation and a significant network of
water bodies including drainage ditches and small farm ponds. This is superficially a tranquil
area with a strong rural, character, but it illustrates the demands being placed on the rural
sphere to be more ‘productive’. Urban fringe encroaches on the Vale in the eastern section;
the expansion of Scarborough is limited towards the south-west, taking it towards the Vale.
6.2.3 The Escarpment
This steep chalk escarpment at the northern edge of the Wolds forms the southern
boundary of the Vale and the southern boundary of the programme area. It is primarily
sloping open arable farmland, but with some grazing and some woodland. A number of
small villages fringe the lower slope. The area holds a range of important habitats including
chalk grassland, hedgerows and woodland. Archaeological and geological interest includes
Bronze Age earthworks and small, disused chalk quarries. The area has a simple land use
and landscape pattern, with a uniform and balanced character having a secluded and
tranquil quality. There is a strong sense of openness giving long views over the Vale below.
The scarp is an important landmark within Scarborough Borough.

Distant view of the Tabular Foothills above Brompton ©Tim Burkinshaw
6.2.4 Tabular Foothills
This area forms the rising land running from the floor of the Vale to the uplands of the North
York Moors including the fringes of the National Park. The agricultural landscape is a mix of
arable and rough grazing, with some hedgerows and small woodlands. These form
important wildlife corridors. This is an open elevated landscape affording long distance
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views over the Vale. This is a largely unsettled landscape with scattered farmsteads, except
at its eastern end where it abuts the urban-style settlement of Eastfield.
6.2.5 Eastfield
6.2.5.1 Sitting slightly incongruously at the eastern end of the Vale, and firmly within the
programme area is the small townstead of Eastfield. This expanding settlement of almost
6,000 people is, essentially an urban outlier of Scarborough, but is characterised by high
rates of unemployment and social disadvantage. In this respect, its population is very
different in make up from that of the other villages. Whilst it shares some of the problems
of physical access to its rural surrounds such as a shortage of footpaths and rights of way.
There are also problems surrounding opportunity, participation and aspiration.
“Eastfield today is a neighbourhood that still has significant social, economic and
environmental problems, but it is a community that is moving in a positive direction and
has a sense of optimism about the future. There is now great potential to increase the
pace of the last 10 years’ improvement and for a new Eastfield to become an attractive
and pioneering town with a bright future.”
New Eastfield Action Plan 2012-2024
6.2.5.2 New Eastfield Action Plan 2012-2024 presents an ambitious vision for the future of
Eastfield Parish.
“The proposed Middle Deepdale development is poised to increase the size of Eastfield by
50% over the next decade, presenting unique opportunities to the Parish.”
“It aims to drive the regeneration of Eastfield, providing the increased size of community
needed to support new facilities.”
1,350 homes are proposed, along with a new link road between the A64 and A165 together
with community infrastructure such as school, leisure and extra care facilities…phased over
a 10-15 year period.”
6.2.5.3 The Dell, once a forlorn unloved area around Eastfield Beck blighted by litter and flytipping is now, through a Groundwork's community project, valued by local residents and
regarded primarily as a focus for educational and leisure activities, in an agreeable, wildliferich environment. The project at the Dell has generated an appetite for further green space
access projects and environmental events programmes in the Eastfield neighbourhood. The
Dell, once a forlorn unloved area around Eastfield Beck blighted by litter and fly-tipping is
now valued by local residents, regarded primarily as a focus for leisure activities, in an
agreeable, wildlife-rich environment. Users value ease of access and tidiness; with
organised events proving popular, on- and off-site. (The Dell user survey, Groundwork Nov
2012)
Issues
LI1 Lack of an appropriate vehicle to take forward a coherent Landscape Strategy for the
programme area.
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LI2 Limited awareness of the critical importance of the wetland features in the Vale to the
overall landscape
LI3 The continuing loss of wetland features and the reduction of their unique contribution to
the landscape of the Vale
LI4 No recognition of the critical contribution made by the peat soils to the area’s landscape
value.
LI5 Lack of appropriate footpath access into the rural areas of the Vale.
LI6 Lack of awareness and appreciation of the quality and value of the surrounding
landscape.
Opportunities
LO1 The opportunity to use HLF’s Landscape Partnership Scheme to create and embed a
landscape strategy into the eastern Vale.
LO2 The opportunity to build on the aspirations of a) the Waterways Partnership and b) the
Wetland Partnership to champion the landscape value of wetland features within a
predominantly arable landscape
LO3 Recent initiatives by Groundwork to introduce countryside issues and enjoyment of
wildlife to the Eastfield Community could offer a springboard for new activities to introduce
them and inspire them to engage with the landscape opportunities of the programme area.
Involving them in management and recreation activities on a local greenspace linked to the
wider countryside has shown that this currently ‘detached’ community has a latent demand
for engagement with the countryside.
LO4 Establish and promote green access routes from larger sub-urban communities into the
wider landscape (especially from Eastfield and Middle Deepdale as part of the Green
Infrastructure element of the New Eastfield Action Plan).

Westway, Eastfield showing
the entrance to the Dell.
©Tim Burkinshaw
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6.3 Geology, Landform and Soils of the Programme Area

The soils of the
eastern Vale are rich
in peat. © Tim
Burkinshaw
6.3.1 The Vale of Pickering is essentially a rift valley, not as large as the African version, but
formed by similar geological processes. Fault-lines run along its length from east to west.
Tectonic activity during the Jurassic period (201 – 145 million years ago) caused stretching
and rifting which formed the Jurassic Cleveland Basin and the lower-lying area of the Vale of
Pickering. Sea level rise during the upper Jurassic period accounts for the dominance of
marine sediments in the area’s geology. The Vale is underlain by Kimmeridge and Speeton
marine clays. Chalk overlies the Speeton Clay and the Chalk Wolds mark the south of the
National Character Area. The Tabular Hills are formed from an estuarine rock series,
including the Kellaways and the calcareous grits. The bedrocks of the hills overlooking the
Vale on its northern side are Corallian Limestones.
6.3.2 During the last glaciation, the Scandinavian ice sheet stretched south over what is now
the North Sea and blocked the River Derwent’s flow to the sea causing it to flow inland and
forming the ice-dammed Lake Pickering. The lake eventually found an exit south forming
the modern (tortuous) route of the river Derwent which eventually meets the River Ouse to
find its way out to sea via the Humber estuary. Lake Pickering gradually filled with sediment
reducing in size and producing a landscape of small water bodies, wetlands and marsh.
These shallower lakes gradually filled with peat and the wetlands were drained, thereby
creating the landscape and soils which form much of the programme area.
6.3.3 The quaternary geological deposits of this area (the sediments and soils) are
particularly important, forming the most complete sequence of post glacial origin known in
Europe. They track the changing climate of this critical period and have preserved the
evidence of its rapid changes within the sediment types. The deposits exposed by gravel
extraction at Wykeham Quarry are now the basis of intensive studies by geologists and
palaeo-climatologists from Royal Holloway College and the North East Yorkshire Geology
Trust. Along the south of the Vale, windblown sands form an important contribution. They
have covered and preserved important archaeological evidence of settlements. In addition
the porous nature of the soils has led to a current use of pig rearing, leading to water quality
and soil erosion issues.
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Issues
GI1 The extraordinary stories relating to the geology and soils of the area and how it
influences current settlement patterns and land uses are little known outside of academic
circles. There is a clear need to raise awareness of these stories and make local people
aware of the tremendous processes that have shaped the area they live and work in.
Opportunity
GO1 The geology of the Vale is easily seen in the landform, settlement pattern and in a
series of outcrops and quarries. These offer great opportunities for field visits and outdoor
classrooms.
GO2 Whilst the Wykeham story is still unfolding it is already possible to visit the site and to
see the evidence of extraordinary change within the sediments. The site offers a great
opportunity for in situ interpretation.
GO3 The early developments of the study of geology were significantly influenced by an
enthusiast named William Smith who for a number of years, lived in Scarborough. Smith
became known as ‘the father of English geology’. Whilst his story forms the basis of a
display at Scarborough’s Rotunda Museum, so much more could be done to raise awareness
of his revolutionary contributions.

Restoration of wet
grassland for breeding
waders at Willerby Carr
©Tim Burkinshaw
6.4 Ecology of the Programme Area
6.4.1 Up until the 1970s good quality fen habitat and wet grassland were still present in the
Vale around Cayton and Flixton. However, whilst a further 20 years of drainage activity
removed most of it, the deep peat deposits and the shallower peaty soils remain.
6.4.2 Attention of the scientific community is increasingly focussing on these peat deposits
as their roles in carbon emissions (giving out) and carbon sequestration (taking in) are better
understood. A recent publication by Natural England England’s peatlands: carbon storage
and greenhouse gasses (2012) noted the importance of these peats as stores of carbon, but
also recognised the problem that drainage and cultivation of these soils leads to shrinkage
and loss of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere due to oxidation of these soils. Maps from
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the report clearly identify the Vale of Pickering as having important stores of deep peat and
peaty soils. These soils also provide anaerobic conditions which preserve evidence of past
settlement and land uses.
“When peatlands become degraded, drainage has the largest single impact on the flow of
greenhouse gases. As drainage lowers the peat water table, air penetrates deeper into the
peat and this enables the previously stored carbon to decompose into CO2”.
“Cultivation of the drained peat layer introduces yet more air and increases the rate of
decomposition” from England’s Peatland: carbon storage and greenhouse gasses. (Natural
England 2012)
6.4.3 In the same document Natural England state that cultivated deep peats emit 26.17
tonnes of CO2 equivalent per hectare per year and cultivated peaty soils emit 18.32 tonnes
of CO2 equivalent per hectare per year. If only half of the programme area is cultivated peat
soils, 5,000 hectares could be emitting over 100,000 tonnes of CO2 each year! This figure is
dramatically altered by raising the water table within peat soils and establishing permanent
grassland, carr woodland or fen.
“Conversion of arable land to grassland, involving raising the water table by 20cm could
reduce emission rates from peat by 5.9 tonnes CO2 equivalent per hectare per year”
(op.cit).
6.4.4 The same document calculated that the sorts of restoration activities envisaged in the
Hidden Vale project show a net positive benefit.
6.4.5 Over the past six years, the Cayton and Flixton Carrs Wetland Project has successfully
worked with local farmers to recreate over 300 hectares of wet grassland habitat of
particular benefit to breeding wading birds such as lapwing (Vanellus vanellus), redshank
(Tringa totanus), snipe (Gallinago gallinago) and curlew (Numenius arquatus). These
habitats and species are all declining nationally and form important aspects of the
Scarborough and Ryedale local Biodiversity Action Plans. This experience of working with
farmers to date provides an excellent basis for further work. There is already an informed
and engaged sector of the farming community who can be worked with, whilst seeking to
bring additional farmers into appropriate schemes.
6.4.6 Since the postglacial lakes filled up naturally thousands of years ago there is no natural
open water in the Vale. However, there are numerous flooded extraction pits and farm
ponds which serve as reservoirs for many aquatic species. In addition, the extensive
network of cuts and drainage ditches when managed sympathetically also provide a rich
resource for aquatic flora and fauna. Important species include water violet (Hottonia
palustris), cypress sedge (Carex pseudocyperus), opposite leaved pondweed (Groenlandia
densa), meadow rue (Thalictrum flavum), purple loose strife (Lythrum salicaria) and
branched bur-reed (Sparganium erectum). Otters (Lutra lutra) and water voles (Arvicola
terrestris) also thrive in the ditches and in the rivers. Recent surveys have suggested a
population of White-clawed Crayfish (Austropotamobius pallipes) in the Hertford.
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6.4.7 Areas of wet woodland are now very scarce in the wider Vale, but there are still some
important areas around Flixton Plantation that include downy birch (Betula pubescens),
silver birch (B. pendula) and alder (Alnus glutinosus) mixed in with common reed
(Phragmites australis). These woodlands are the original Carrs as expressed in many local
place names. They still hold small but important populations of the nationally declining
willow tit (Poecile montanus).
6.4.8 Other important species of the programme area noted within national and local
Biodiversity Action Plans include kestrel (Falco tinnunculus), yellow wagtail (Motacilla flava
agg.), barn owl (Tyto alba), grey partridge (Perdix perdix), corn bunting (Miliaria calandra),
tree sparrow (Passer montanus) and brown hare (Lepus europaeus).
6.4.9 The Wetland Project has successfully engaged farmers and land managers in the
Programme Area and begun the process of advocating a return to a more sustainable
alternative mixed agricultural regime. To date eleven farmers have converted appropriate
areas of their farms back to wet grassland with the support of Natural England’s High Level
Stewardship Scheme. As the peat soils of the area continue to dry out, shrink and erode, the
appeal of this alternative approach will increase amongst local land owners. However, there
is currently a hiatus whilst the next round of the Common Agricultural Policy which funds
HLS is negotiated in Europe and then implemented in England by DEFRA. Around 70 farmers
operate within the programme area, offering a huge opportunity to expand interest in
developing more mixed agricultural holdings, providing further prospects to increase wet
grassland habitats. Considerable biodiversity value would be gained by seeking to create
bigger, better, more joined up patches, buffering the extant semi-natural patches. (As
recommended in Making Space for Nature edited by Sir John Lawton.
6.4.10 In addition, little has been done to engage the local communities in enjoying wildlife.
The few open days run by the Wetland Project in the past have been well attended and met
with considerable enthusiasm suggesting an important opportunity for further initiatives.
6.4.11 The Vale forms part of a Wildlife Trust designated Living Landscape. This is an area
identified as a priority within the region where greater involvement and engagement with
local communities and land owners has the potential to recreate a landscape rich in wildlife
and of benefit to people.
6.4.12 Work at Staxton by the Wildlife Trust on the local ponds (funded by LEADER CWWW)
has identified a highly enthusiastic village audience keen to be more involved in wildlife
conservation and work by Groundwork on the Dell Nature Reserve at Eastfield has begun to
raise interest in wildlife issues amongst the local community there. A Conservation
Committee at Brompton recently started up to look after a new land acquisition by the
parish council
Issues
EI1 Much of the historic wetland of the area has been lost to early modern and modern
agricultural changes.
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EI2 Few in the local communities are aware of the importance of the historic wetland
context which has shaped the Vale, its land use and even the village locations, or of the
current wildlife value of the area and the opportunities for habitat recreation.
EI3 There is currently a lack of resources to progress wetland re-creation.
EI4 There is a need to work with IDB and farmers to get co-operation across wide areas to
achieve management of water table levels to enable restoration of wetland habitats.
EI5 Continued drying of the peats causes them to shrink, releasing stored carbon dioxide
back into the atmosphere and making it harder to re-wet areas which would bring benefits
to both biodiversity and archaeology.
E16 Need to address likely impacts of climate change – in particular more frequent and more
intense rainfall events
Opportunities
EO1 Whilst the peat soils are still relatively intact, re-wetting is a viable option. It requires
continued advocacy and championing of the importance to the local heritage to increase
support for habitat recreation amongst the local land owners.
EO2 The more wetland that is created, the more valuable those habitats will be and their
support of larger wildlife populations will ensure they are more resilient against adverse
changes wrought by climate change.
EO3 There is a need to build on the successful partnership of the Wetland Project which has
come to the end of its five year term.
EO4 There is an opportunity to encourage local communities to take part in biodiversity
conservation and enjoyment of wildlife, without causing detriment to the local area.

6.5 Cultural Heritage of the Programme Area
6.5.1 The Vale of Pickering is a place where the archaeology and cultural heritage visibly
stretches from the Ice Age to the present: there are very, very few places in Great Britain
where this is the case and there are very, very few places where the archaeological remains
are so extensive and well preserved. The great time depth of this rich story can be viewed:
•
•
•
•

by site visits,
through the lens of geophysical survey and archaeological excavation,
by passing through the Vale, or
by standing on the upland that surrounds the Vale

6.5.2 The story of the Vale is long, sweeping and complex, but it is also easy to appreciate
because it can be easily imagined.
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Remarkable organic
artefacts from the
Mesolithic Period found
at Star Carr. Courtesy of
Scarborough Museums
Trust ©Jess Bersey

6.5.3 The human story begins with the last Ice Age and the movement of the ice sheets that
sculpted the Vale and modified its water courses, forcing the River Derwent to appear to
flow backwards - inland, away from the North Sea. As Lake Pickering diminished in size to
create a landscape of smaller lakes and wetland, the largest of the ‘new’ lakes (now referred
to as Lake Flixton) became the focus of activity in the Early Mesolithic period. However, the
entire landscape of lake and wetland was a rich resource that sustained communities
throughout history.
6.5.4 The visible surfaces at the edges of the quarry at Wykeham contain the most complete
record of the last Ice Age and the climatic conditions that existed as the ice melted. Thought
of the Ice Age and the ice sheets leads to thinking of the people who inhabited the fringes of
the ice or who made their lives and communities in those places sculpted by the retreating
ice. And it is here with this part of the story that the Hidden Vale contributes on an
international scale. The Early Mesolithic communities which followed the seasons and the
flora and fauna of the post-glacial landscape are represented in the Vale better than
anywhere else in the country, with internationally important sites at Star Carr, Seamer Carr
and Flixton Island – clustered around the edges of the former Lake Flixton. Excavation here
is modifying the formerly accepted story of small family groups moving ceaselessly across
the landscape leaving little behind. Work by the University of York at Star Carr has revealed a
picture of large communities, long term use and occupation and the expenditure of time and
effort to create lasting structures and to manage the landscape.
6.5.5. It is clear that at Star Carr a largely nomadic hunter-gatherer community settled in the
area during the Early Mesolithic Period (or middle stone age) around 10600 BP, living on the
resources available to them from the surrounding wetlands, but also altering their own
environment specifically by burning reeds, possibly to improve access to the waters edge,
possibly to attract herbivores to the new growth so they can be hunted more easily.
Numerous artefacts, including extraordinarily well preserved wooden and bone objects
associated with this settlement have been conserved in the peat bogs of the area. Star Carr
is now a Scheduled Ancient Monument and English Heritage has attracted European funding
to carry out archaeological excavations.
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“Star Carr is the oldest human occupation site yet found in Britain, dated to about
9,000BC.....Star Carr is an internationally significant asset for the region, but remains very
little known and understood outside academic circles. There is a potential opportunity to
make the Star Carr site, [and] the wider former Lake Flixton......more physically and
intellectually accessible to the general public” Star Carr Business Plan.University of York.
6.5.6 In addition to the Lake Flixton story, 30 years of intensive archaeological research in
the Vale by Professor Dominic Powlesland and the Landscape Research Centre, have
revealed a continuous history of man’s occupation and influence on the area since the
Mesolithic period, a span of over 10,000 years. Within this overall context, there are key
sites such as Star Carr and Flixton Island and high profile finds such as Gristhorpe Man and
the Folkton Drums. But it is the overall picture that is emerging that is so important.
“[The Vale] is the one place in the UK where the gathering of knowledge....allows us to start
to understand a continuous sequence of human activity since the late Palaeolithic.......This
‘pinprick’ of understanding reveals a density and longevity of human activity that has far
surpassed any previous estimated........the notion of a ‘sense of place’ within the Vale of
Pickering may have been established as early as 9,000BC” Vale of Pickering Statement of
Significance. English Heritage.
6.5.7 The Vale has considerable significance throughout the Bronze Age, Iron Age, Roman,
Anglo-Saxon and Mediaeval periods. In the Anglo-Saxon period it is becoming increasingly
clear that the Vale was the focus of the Northumbrian kingdom of Deira, one of the richest
and most developed kingdoms in the Heptarchy (the name given to the Anglo-Saxon
kingdoms of the seventh century onwards). But the Vale displays evidence from all periods:
the enclosures and land drainage of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, the leisure
landscapes of the early twentieth century, and the military landscape of more recent years.
6.5.8 The Vale is a landscape of inspiration and ‘firsts.’ William Smith’s geological studies
which began geology as a subject in its own right and culminated in his Geological Map of
Britain are important in the history of science. . In 1853 George Cayley developed the
world’s first manned aeroplane at Brompton. In 1902 Percy Kendall developed approaches
to the study of glacial lakes and landforms.
6.5.9 Since the 19th century, man has sought to drain the Vale. Two hundred years of river
engineering and land drainage history are still evident in the present landscape.
6.5.10 It is hard to overestimate the importance of our developing understanding of the Vale
of Pickering. What makes the area so extraordinary is that its value transcends individual
sites or individual finds, it is our ability to conceptualise the human significance of the area
across a whole landscape.
“One of the greatest threats to the significance of the Vale is its low status and lack of
visibility in intellectual discourses and current statutory lists.........we must now take the
opportunity to create and define sustainable methods of understanding and protecting
significance at a landscape scale. The lessons learnt from the Vale, suggesting how and in
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what ways humans have used and shaped the landscape through time, are important to us
all.” Vale of Pickering Statement of Significance. English Heritage.
6.5.11 The Vale is most often distinguished in 3 topographical zones: the higher ground on
the northern, southern and western slopes, the former lake margin, and the Vale bottom.
Settlement is predominantly on the northern and southern slopes, with occasional,
scattered settlement in the centre. Parish boundaries extend from the floor of the Vale to
the upland ensuring that each community had a rich mix of land and resource ‘types’. But
this upland gives us the opportunity to look down into the Vale and imagine how it was at
different times: a place of ice, a place of lakes and marsh and a place of dense occupation,
use and activity.
6.5.12 The quality of built heritage within the Hidden Vale including estate, church and
vernacular buildings is significant. The local geology is reflected in the building stone. As
such the character of the churches, towns, villages and farms is distinctive, associated with
the very local nature of building stone and quarries. The villages on the northern side of the
Vale preserve remarkable integrity, with characteristic stone-built and pan-tiled roofs. The
eastern and southern villages are primarily chalk and brick built, in many cases the brick
replacing earlier chalk buildings.
6.5.13 Despite the extraordinary intellectual advances associated with the Vale, practically,
on the ground a lack of understanding and unsympathetic land uses are degrading known
sites and perhaps as importantly, as yet unknown sites. As simple examples, deep ploughing
disrupts the sub-surface archaeology, whilst drying out and shrinkage of the peat soils
causes deterioration of the evidence of human activity.
6.5.14 It is a great irony that one of the most important sites for shaping our conception of
Landscape Conservation may be lost due to the lack of a strategy and resources for its own
conservation.
Issues
AI1 The importance of the Vale in cultural heritage terms is not known outside of academic
circles. It is not even well known locally.
AI2 Current land uses are degrading the archaeological remains of the area and coordinated
activity is needed to address this.
AI3 There is a great deal to be learnt from the area, particularly as disciplines begin to cross
over e.g. the linking of archaeological, geological and palaeo-climatological studies at Star
Carr and Wykeham to understand more of the climatic and environmental conditions
encountered by the first Stone Age settlers.
Opportunities
AO1 There are many opportunities to raise awareness of these amazing stories locally, both
to local communities and to visitors and tourists.
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AO2 There is a real need to establish a local focus for telling these stories. Somewhere that
people can visit to learn about and experience the area.
AO3 Developments at Wykeham quarry offer the opportunity to develop an educational
facility.
AO4 There is a need to provide opportunities for people to be engaged in as wide a range of
cultural heritage activities as possible. Heritage and conservation specialists need to use
their expertise to provide opportunities for communities and individuals to tell stories,
develop new histories and create new places and connections between past, present and
future.
AO5 Current archaeological activities around Star Carr and Lake Flixton which are
progressing over the next five years offer opportunities for local communities to visit and
engage in active digs to learn about the area and the archaeological studies.
AO6 The coalescing of independent disciplines – landscape, archaeology, geology and
biodiversity offer fantastic opportunities for engaging and inspiring local communities.

The remarkable organic
preservation at Star
Carr has been due to
waterlogged conditions
before modern land
drainage for arable
cropping but these
remains are now
decaying rapidly.
©Tim Burkinshaw
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7.0 Policy Background
7.0.1 Here we summarise public policy relating to the target area and the positions of the
statutory and other stakeholders.
7.0.2 Policy background relating particularly to the rivers of the area can be found in
sections 7.3.3 (Water Framework Directive), 7.4.1.2 (Waterways Partnership), 7.4.1.3
(Muston and Yedingham Internal Drainage Board). See also SI1, SI4 and SO1.
7.1 Public Policy
7.1.1 Scarborough Borough Council Local Development Framework
7.1.1.1The Local Plan for Scarborough Borough is still under development but the Housing
Allocations Development Plan Document identifies a major development to the north of
Eastfield of some 1300 homes, representing the lion's share of the additional housing
provision for the Borough. The main development is encapsulated in the New Eastfield Plan
which outlines an ambitious vision to double the size of this community while adding much
needed community services for this neighbourhood and enhancing the green space and
green infrastructure. There is also a Master plan for The Mere and Oliver's Mount area, just
to the north of the Eastfield development and forming the connection with the current
limits of the town of Scarborough itself, with aspirations for leisure and recreation
development.
7.1.1.2 A major expansion of the Scarborough Business Park at Seamer, sandwiched
between Eastfield and the open countryside of The Carrs floodplain, was partially completed
before the recession slowed down the economy. The vision is to further cultivate the
creative and technology sectors emerging in Scarborough and attract skilled employment to
the south Scarborough area.
7.1.1.3 Planners are mindful that the wider countryside of The Carrs to the south of Eastfield
offers a green infrastructure resource for the growing population of south Scarborough.
7.1.2 Ryedale Local Plan
7.1.2.1 The Ryedale Local Plan Strategy Document (Jan 2012) makes reference to the strong
rural nature of the District and the importance of protecting the features that are highly
valued by local people: "These include Ryedale's outstanding landscapes and rich cultural
heritage as well as the community facilities and services that are essential in supporting rural
communities." These sentiments apply particularly well to Yorkshire's Hidden Vale area. The
Ryedale Plan reflects the recognition by the Local Authority that its landscape heritage offers
an important opportunity for sustainable development and employment in the visitor
economy.
"The District has an enormous range of heritage assets, a legacy of its rich history and
culture" including …"internationally significant pre-historic archaeological remains in the
Vale of Pickering…"
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"Archaeological resources, particularly those in the Vale of Pickering are vulnerable to the
effects of climate change on soil structures…"
"Ryedale has a wealth of biodiversity which is integral to the character and distinctiveness of
the countryside and helps to support economic activity such as farming, leisure and
tourism."
7.1.2.2 On the economy and skills the Ryedale Plan notes that "the District has one of the
highest proportions of unskilled and low paid jobs in Yorkshire" owing to the dominance of
traditional agricultural and manufacturing sectors and the high level of seasonal and parttime jobs in tourism.
"Overall skills are low and the District does appear to suffer from a 'brain drain'," despite
generally well educated young people, suggesting that skilled employment opportunities are
limited.
7.1.2.3 The Ryedale Plan also places emphasis on promoting the use of public transport,
walking and cycling, while reducing the need to travel by private car and securing green
infrastructure links between villages and the open countryside.
7.1.2.4 While housing growth is focussed primarily in the towns, a number of the key rural
villages, which include Sherburn and Staxton in the Hidden Vale area, will become local
service centres.
7.1.2.5 The wider countryside is seen as providing important ecosystem services such as
food production, carbon storage and recreational opportunities.
7.1.3 Water Framework Directive
7.1.3.1 Following on from the EU Directive, a comprehensive policy programme to improve
the environmental quality of the rivers, coastal waters and water bodies for England and
Wales has been led and coordinated by the Environment Agency. Following a complete
review of the environmental quality of rivers, the River Derwent and the River Hertford both
fail to meet the expected standards for their biodiversity quality.
7.1.4 High Level Stewardship Scheme
7.1.4.1 The Vale of Pickering is a target area for Natural England’s HLS scheme which has
been used to encourage farmers to recreate wet grassland habitats on the peat soils of the
Vale and to adopt heritage –sensitive farming practices to conserve important
archaeological sites.
7.1.5 Scarborough Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP) and Ryedale Local Biodiversity
Action Plan
7.1.5.1 The Cayton and Flixton Carrs Wetland Project was instrumental in making
Scarborough LBAP one of the best performing in North Yorkshire, with the Wetland Project
accounting for half of completed actions in Scarborough LBAP since 2005. It has also
contributed in large measure to the Ryedale BAP delivery.
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7.1.5.2 Yorkshire's Hidden Vale encompasses half of all Habitat Action Plans (HAPs) for
Scarborough including all of the Coastal and Floodplain Grazing Marsh and the majority of
Species Rich Ditches. It also supports over half of Species Action Plans (SAPs), including all
known sites for Water Violet and strongholds for Otter and Water Vole. Of 17 UK priority
species included in Scarborough LBAP, 13 have populations supported by the programme
area.
7.1.5.3 Wetland Project sites also support 43% of species named in the Ryedale LBAP (15 out
of 35).
7.2 Stakeholders
A variety of stakeholders have an interest in Yorkshire’s Hidden Vale and a number have
shown their commitment through participation in 5 years of the Wetlands Partnership. Yet
more are active partners in the developing Landscape Partnership Scheme. They fall into
four categories: public sector authorities and agencies, the private sector (including
landowners, the education sector and the voluntary sector (including communities).
7.2.1 Public Sector
7.2.1.1 Over the last decade, the statutory agencies and local authorities have made
significant investments in the section of the Vale, particularly Natural England through
Environmental Stewardship and English Heritage. There is thus a really good base on which
to build in order to consolidate the successes to date, to extend the work further to
maximise its benefit and to encourage community engagement.
7.2.1.2 The Coast, Wolds, Wetlands and Waterways LEADER Local Action Group (LAG) has
recognised the potential of the wetlands and waterways of East and North Yorkshire as a
focus for rural regeneration and has facilitated the development of a local Waterways
Partnership hosted by East Riding of Yorkshire Council. Within the Waterways Partnership
Strategy both the River Hertford and the River Derwent are highlighted as target areas for
action. The Hertford and the small section of the Upper Derwent within the defined LEADER
area are treated as a single target. The strategy identifies that the most appropriate way for
the Waterways Partnership to take forward its aspirations for these waterways is to support
the developing Yorkshire’s Hidden Vale Landscape Partnership Scheme. This has led to the
Waterways Partnership funding a significant programme of public consultation based
around the rivers and the surrounding landscape.
7.2.1.3 Muston and Yedingham Internal Drainage Board recently took over management of
the River Hertford from the Environment Agency. The role of the IDB, which is run by a
board consisting of community and local authority representatives and local land-owners, is
to ensure that the River Hertford continues to fulfil its role in appropriately draining the
agricultural land in its vicinity. However, discussions with the IDB have identified that
improvements to public access of some sections of the river bank and some improvements
to the biodiversity of the river may be appropriate provided that they do not impact
adversely on its drainage functions.
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7.2.1.4 Environment Agency is seeking to improve flood control and biodiversity particularly
on the River Derwent. See also the Water Framework Directive above. The Environment
Agency was one of the original partners of the Cayton and Flixton Wetland Partnership.
7.2.1.5 English Heritage has identified the Vale of Pickering as a priority area, which has
been underlined by the production of ‘The Vale of Pickering: Statement of Significance’
paper. It has also recently designated the original excavation sites and former lake edge
occupation areas at Star Carr as a ‘nationally important’ Scheduled Ancient Monument. The
critical thrust of English Heritage’s involvement in the Vale of Pickering is seeking to develop
a way of ensuring the improved management of an internationally important archaeological
landscape. EH has initiated a programme of work, with the aim of developing a Vale of
Pickering Historic Environment Management Framework involving a wide range of relevant
partners, and within which further research and operational projects may be developed.
English Heritage also has commercial and amenity interests in the Vale with major historic
visitor attractions at Pickering and Scarborough.
7.2.1.6.1 Natural England runs DEFRA’s agri-environment Stewardship Scheme. Within that
scheme it has targeted the Vale of Pickering for Higher Level Stewardship and its Agricultural
Field Staff have worked within the Cayton and Flixton Wetlands Partnership to develop wet
grassland restoration and archaeological conservation. . This thus provides a good learning
experience to build on, as well as a group of informed and engaged farmers to work with to
extend the work.
7.2.1.6.2 Natural England undertakes an assessment of the landscape for all of England.
These are divided into sections called National Character Areas. There is an assessment
specifically for the Vale of Pickering. Within that assessment there is a section reviewing
opportunities to improve the character of the area called Statements of Environmental
Opportunity (SEO). These high level recommendations from Natural England are included
here as they relate closely to the process of issues/opportunities identified in this report.
SEO1 Enhance the network of wetland habitats in the Vale to provide public benefits in
improved flood mitigation, and improved water quality, and to reduce habitat fragmentation
and increase the resilience of habitats and species to environmental change.
SEO2 Protect and enhance the historic landscape and geodiversity of the Vale, promoting
greater understanding of this to inform current and future decisions on how the landscape is
used.
SEO3 Manage the agricultural landscape to enhance the sustainable future of farming,
strengthen landscape character, protect soils and water, and enhance biodiversity through
improved connectivity of semi-natural habitats, creating ecological networks that are
resilient to environmental change.
SEO4 Ensure that developments are successfully integrated into the landscape, making a
contribution to biodiversity and habitat networks, and that they do not compromise the
sense of tranquillity and openness of the rural landscape, or delivery of other important
ecosystem services, including mitigating and adapting to climate change.
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7.2.1.7 All three Agencies above support the current Landscape Partnership Scheme act as
observers on the Partnership Board and are able to provide technical advice.
7.2.1.8 Local Nature Partnership. Arising from a recommendation in the most recent
Environment White Paper a Local Nature Partnership has been developed for North
Yorkshire and York combined areas. The LNP is currently devising a series of priorities for
the area and developing a strategic approach to action within them. The Vale of Pickering is
identified of one of the LNPs key target area and the LNP supports the development of a
Landscape Partnership Scheme for the eastern Vale.
7.2.2 Private Sector
7.2.2.1 Most of the land in the target area is in private ownership and land management is
under the control of individual farmers. The Dawnay Estate occupies a significant area in
the north west of the target area and its mineral extraction and restoration activity,
conducted by Hansons, is referred to above. Yorwaste owns and manages the now closed
landfill site and the still active resource recovery centre at Seamer Carr. All three support
the project and are keen to help with improving access and interpretation.
7.2.2.2 The attitudes of smaller landowners (farmers) are mixed. Whilst some have
embraced the concept of management for nature conservation, others are more wary and
want to see the continued effective drainage of the land to maximise agricultural
production. There is a general reticence among farmers to encourage more public access as
they believe that this will lead to an increase in rural crime – for example poaching, damage
to boundaries and other vandalism, theft and fly tipping. These are perfect examples of
perceptions not matching reality which a Landscape Partnership Scheme could address.
There is great opportunity to work with farmers and landowners to identify opportunities
for increased access that they are comfortable with and which fit in with their needs.
7.2.3 Education Sector
7.2.3.1Academic research into the historic landscape and archaeology of Yorkshire’s Hidden
Vale has been conducted chiefly by academics and students from the Royal Holloway
College of the University of London and the University of York, both leading institutions in
their fields. Dr. Nicky Milner of York University has secured EU funding for a major five year
excavation programme at Star Carr and the area of Lake Flixton. The team responsible is
keen to engage the wider public and to ensure its findings are widely publicised.
7.2.3.2 Dr. Simon Blockley of Royal Holloway, University of London has just established his
PhD research of the quaternary geological resource at Wykeham Quarry, and is now a
leading authority in palaeo-climatology using sediment sequences at Wykeham and Lake
Flixton.
7.2.3.3 Dr Phil Wheeler, head of Department for the Centre for Environmental and Marine
Science of the University of Hull’s Scarborough Campus has had a longstanding association
with the Vale of Pickering using the site for environmental research and for field studies for
students, particularly associated with the specialist course on Environmental Impact
Assessment, conducted on wetland farm sites on the Carrs since 2009.
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7.2.3.4 Landscape Research Centre. The Landscape Research Centre was registered as a
charity in 1980 to promote research into the evolution of the landscape from the
Palaeolithic to the present, and to publish the results.
The main aims and objectives of the LRC are:
•

To undertake primary field research into landscape archaeology, ecology and
landscape history.

•

To publicise and publish the results of such research at popular and academic levels
on paper, through digital media such as this web site, and through public lectures,
lectures in schools, universities and at academic conferences in Britain and abroad.

The LRC is keen to use its expertise to engage local communities, train volunteers in survey
techniques and add to the pool of archaeological knowledge for the Programme Area.
7.2.4 Voluntary sector
7.2.4.1 North East Yorkshire Geology Trust is active in the area and already working with
Hanson Aggregates and others to study the quaternary geology and geomorphology of the
area and to share this heritage with the public. Yorkshire WildlifeTrust and the RSPB are
supporters of nature conservation and interpretation and bring a range of land
management, interpretation and education skills. The RSPB were one of the original
partners of the Cayton and Flixton Wetland Project. The East Yorkshire Rivers Trust are
active in promoting the biodiversity value of all of the rivers in the area and are currently
developing a project to improve the biodiversity of a section of the River Derwent within the
Programme Area.
7.2.4.2 Yorkshire Wildlife Trust Nature Tourism Triangle works with tourism providers and
marketing companies to raise the profile of the extraordinary wildlife and heritage
spectacles available in East Yorkshire. It already operates in a low key way in Scarborough
but could readily be extended to increase its impact.
7.2.4.3 Some community groups are already active in the area, including Scarborough
Birders and a community group in Sherburn village that is working to improve public access.
Betton Farm provides a location for Basics Plus which has developed a range of activities for
people with learning difficulties and is developing Betton Farm Quarry as a geological visitor
attraction.
Issues
SI1 A wide variety of stakeholders has already shown commitment to the Wetlands Project
and is keen to continue to work together.
SI2 There is capacity in the voluntary sector/community and the private sector.
SI3 Some special interest groups and organisations are already active in the area.
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SI4 Landowners have mixed views in relation to some key aspects of the project, including
drainage and access and perceived links to rural crime and antisocial behaviour.
Opportunities
SO1 Building on the existing Wetlands Partnership and goodwill of the partners.
SO2 Bringing in additional capacity, including from the voluntary sector, through
volunteering and from the private sector through recreation and tourism.
SO3 Using the academic studies in the area as an opportunity to provide local communities
with access to the experts for mutual benefit.

Brompton West Carr. Productive arable land. ©Tim Burkinshaw
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8.0 Consultation Process and Outcomes
8.0.1 The partners are keen to engage a wide range of audiences in the project. To guide
this, they undertook an extensive public consultation exercise in the Yorkshire’s Hidden Vale
landscape area and the surrounding area. The work consisted of desk research and
stakeholder consultation that was used to plan a programme of public consultation.
8.0.2 Parts of this section relating particularly to the rivers of the area are 8.4.1.3.2,
8.4.1.3.3, 8.4.2.7, CI7 and CO2.
8.1 Initial Desk-based Research and Consultation
8.1.1 The partners conducted an initial desk assessment of the existing and potential
audiences for Yorkshire’s Hidden Vale and collected available information on them. From
analysis it was immediately apparent that current engagement includes three distinct
groups:
•
•
•

Audiences that are knowledgeable about one or more aspects of the area and are
already actively engaged (including local birdwatchers, geologists, archaeologists, some
community groups and the stakeholders)
People who have little or no awareness and understanding of the area (including some
residents, residents of Scarborough, Filey and the wider public, and visitors to the area)
People who have a personal and/or family connection with the area, but who, at
present, have no outlet for their knowledge/experience

8.1.2 Few people live in the middle of the area; these are farmers and their families, who
have a close connection to the land. Most local people live in Eastfield, Seamer & Cayton, or
in small-medium-sized villages located at northern and southern edges of the Vale. These
two populations have distinctly different characteristics:
•

•

Eastfield is a disadvantaged community with higher than average unemployment and
benefit claimants, health is poorer, levels of educational attainment and indicators of
wealth (house prices, household income, etc.) are low. Residents have little connection
with their surrounding countryside
According to official statistics, overall, residents of the villages are better-off and better
educated, but this collective figure may mask pockets of deprivation and educational
need. A higher than average proportion is retired and many have a family connection
(often reaching back several generations) with the local countryside

8.1.3 The local population is dwarfed by the number of day visitors and tourists that visit
Scarborough Borough each year. Welcome to Yorkshire (the regional destination
management organisation) estimates these to be:
•
•

6,500,000 annual day visits
950,000 annual staying visits

8.1.4 Most day visitors are travelling by car from within Yorkshire and a high proportion will
pass through Yorkshire’s Hidden Valley en route to the coast. A high proportion of the
staying tourists are coming to stay in the holiday and caravan parks at the coast. Some
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smaller parks are located in or close to the target area. Some of these are families coming
for a one or two week stay and others are people who own their holiday home, either
retired couples or families, who come frequently for weekend or longer visits.
8.1.5 Specialist advice on audience development and activity planning was obtained from
Bowles Green Limited and a Project Officer from the Yorkshire Wildlife Trust was tasked with
implementing a programme of consultation summarised in the table below, with support
from other partners.
Table 1: Consultation Plan
Market

Sub-segment

Current Position

Consultation Proposals

Local
residents

Landowners/

Some existing engagement
by landowners through the
Wetlands Partnership

Face to face interviews

Access for recreation,
exercise and nature
watching by a small
proportion

Attend Parish Council
meetings

farmers
Residents of villages
in/surrounding the
project area

Face to face meetings with
community groups
Questionnaire
Drop-in session

Residents of Eastfield

Little engagement.
Perception of negative
impacts, for example
through poaching, etc.

Questionnaire
Event at library and/or
community centre
Attend meetings of existing
community groups

Day Visitors

Residents of
surrounding urban
areas

Most day visitors pass
through the area without
stopping en route to the
coast

This audience was largely
absent during the consultation
period, which took place
during the winter months

People staying in
accommodation in the
study area

Most use their caravan as a
base for visits to the coast

People staying in
holiday parks at the
coast

Their focus is on the coast.
They pass through the area
without stopping to reach

As above, tourist visitors were
largely absent during the
consultation period and so
consultation was directed
towards key intermediaries,
i.e.:

People making day
trips to the coast
Tourists
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Market

Businesses

Sub-segment

Current Position

Consultation Proposals

People staying in
accommodation in
Filey and Scarborough

their holiday destination

Accommodation providers,
including holiday parks

Wolds Way and
Cleveland Way
National Trail Walkers
& cyclists

Most pass through without
stopping

Consult National Trail Officer

Local services

Awareness of the heritage
appears to be low.

Interview businesses

Nature

Local birders visit, but the
area is not known more
widely (for example to
birders visiting the RSPB
reserve at Bempton Cliffs

Consult local birders

Archaeology

Good awareness, chiefly
amongst archaeology
academics (internationally)

Consult through York
University

Geology/

Active local geology group

Consult Geology Trust

Limited current use for
education. York University
uses the excavations as a
learning resources for
archaeology students

Consult teachers

Little known engagement,
probably the result of low
awareness and lack of
reasons to visit

Consult youth
workers/organisations

Filey and Scarborough Tourism
Associations

Industrial estate
businesses

Consult walking and cycle
clubs

Interview business
organisations

Tourism businesses
Special
interests

geomorphology
Education

Hard to
reach
groups

Pre-school, school,
college, university, life
long learning

Young people

Older people

Consult school student
representatives
Consult adult learning groups

Focus group session with a
youth group or at a school
Consult older people’s groups
Consult care homes in area
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Market

Sub-segment
Physical and sensory
disabilities

Current Position

Consultation Proposals
Consult Disability Action
Group
Consult individual groups
active in this field

Disadvantaged
communities

Consult community
organisations/workers

8.2 Public consultation
The consultation programme took place between November 2012 and March 2013. Key
elements were:
§

A programme of consultation including face to face interviews, telephone interviews
and group meetings and activities

§

An on-line questionnaire

§

A heritage day event

8.2.1 Summary of the Findings
The findings of the consultation activities are summarised here, and described in detail in
the consultation Report.
8.4.1.1 Consultation Programme
The consultation programme involved:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

One-to-one meetings with farmers and landowners
Telephone interviews and meetings with tourism businesses
Attending Parish Council meetings
A discussion forum with pupils at George Pindar secondary school
A poetry competition for pupils at primary schools in the area
Attending day sessions at Eastfield Children’s Centre
Telephone interviews with community groups, Scarborough Disable Action Group.,
walking clubs, business owners and others

The consultation programme was particularly helpful, as it has provided information from
audiences that are often not heard at the planning stages of projects. The programme has
enabled us to develop audience profiles for a number of the audiences; these are included in
Appendix 1.
8.4.1.2 Some key findings from the consultation programme are summarised here:
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•

•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•

Discussions at the Children’s Centres with mums with young children were some of the
most enlightening. There seems to be a real interest in making sure that the character
of the countryside is maintained and that there will be places that their children can
visit. This group has little understanding of the area but was keen to know more.
Mothers with young children were also limited by transport. Many do not have access
to a car and rely on Public Transport.
Amongst young people at the secondary school, there is a knowledge gap with regard to
the archaeology and the heritage. There is also a reluctance to visit the countryside by
some. A number of young people living in Eastfield feel that the green spaces within the
village is where anti social behaviour happens.
A number of young people enjoy cycling in the countryside and one young person
suggested that a place to rent bikes from would be useful.
There is reluctance from the young people to say that they like the countryside and
some described it as ‘uncool’. There is also a limit to how far the young people are
allowed to travel/visit unaccompanied.
There was a marked contrast in the responses of primary school pupils. They see the
countryside as a positive thing and show an understanding of the local wildlife and the
historical aspect of the villages where they live.
Primary school children were consulted by asking them to complete a poem that would
describe their village to someone living on another planet. They highlighted the noise of
the vehicles on the roads that dominate their villages and some feel it is boring living in
the countryside. Most seem proud of the wildlife that lives alongside them; they feel
safe and happy in their villages and feel that people are friendly as there seems to be a
good community.
Both the young people and the parents at the Children’s Centre mentioned the visitors
centre at Dalby Forest, citing it as somewhere that there is something for everyone and
has great facilities.
Discussions with tourism industry identified support for better promotion of the Vale of
Pickering. All agreed a leaflet with walks would be an excellent and useful addition to
their welcome packs. There are also many ways that the area could be promoted
more/better on existing websites and brochures and all those spoken to did not foresee
any problems with this – in fact welcomed it!

8.4.1.3 Questionnaire Results
The questionnaire was completed by 183 people. It was promoted via facebook, twitter,
websites, newspaper articles and through local radio. Many of the responses were
unsurprisingly from people that have a keen interest in the area and often have a specialist
interest such as a bird watching. The answers highlight some of the key issues but also gave
residents and users of the area a chance to suggest ideas – of which there are many
excellent possibilities to consider.
8.4.1.3.1 A full description of the questionnaire survey results are included in Appendix 2.
The key findings are:
•
•
•
•
•

Three quarters of respondents visit Yorkshire’s Hidden Valley
75% understood the meaning of Carr, but that leaves a quarter that don’t.
Most come to walk or to watch wildlife
Over three quarters would like to learn more about the wildlife and the archaeology
Over half would like to see open days, guided walks, leaflets and a visitor centre
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•
•
•
•

Approximately half are interested in volunteering for conservation work and helping
on an archaeological dig; a third would volunteer to help improve access and a
quarter to survey visitors
Over half are interested in learning a new skill related to wildlife or archaeology; a
third are interested in obtaining skills in working with traditional building materials
People would like to see improvement, better maintenance and better
signposting/information of the access network
People who don’t visit are not aware of the area or its attractions

8.4.1.3.2 A key section of the questionnaire explored the interaction of the local
communities with the River Hertford and the River Derwent. The results were somewhat
surprising. Half have either not visited the River Hertford, or not even heard of it! This
contrasts markedly with one or two older individuals who had fond memories of swimming
in it and catching fish there (see below).
8.4.1.3.3 A selection of quotes from the completed questionnaires is included here to give a
flavour of the response:
Barriers to visiting:
‘I didn’t know it existed’
‘I do not drive and public transport is not readily available especially on Sundays’
‘I used to however it has previously been used for drug taking and has gotten a bit rough’
‘No trails or way marking’
‘Poor Access and Interpretation’
Access was mentioned a great deal and the lack of walks or places to park vehicles that were
safe and accessible.
Opportunities to improve access:
‘To have a bike for free then give it back’
‘Allow people to walk the cut banks on the side of the River’
‘Tricky question. While improved access would be welcome the impact on the environment
must be the major consideration’
‘more local advertising....’
There were two ‘schools of thought’ on access. Some people felt that increasing access was
all round a good thing, whilst others were concerned about possible negative impacts on the
environment and on farmers’ livelihoods.
A second key access issue is the busy A64 and especially whether increasing access would
make it busier or whether there are options for sustainable transport. Relatively few people
suggested the railway as a transport method.
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‘Anything else you’d like to tell us about the area?’
Some of the comments show a deep understanding of the area:
‘people have been visiting this area for thousands of years and will continue to do so,
perhaps not to collect food or grow food, but to stop and have a look and take stock of
where we as the human race and more importantly where we are going’
Some examples show the gap in knowledge even for locals:
‘To say I have lived here all my life, I don’t know anything about the countryside. Perhaps if
there was more information on it, I might be able to talk about it.’
Hertford Vale C of E VC
Primary School visiting
the Heritage Day in
Staxton. © Jess Bersey

8.2.2 Community Heritage Day
8.2.2.1 A community heritage day event was held at Staxton Village Hall on 31st January.
There were 2 objectives for this event:
•
•

To test demand for heritage events of this kind as a method of learning about the
landscape heritage
To gain some understanding of local people’s knowledge of their landscape heritage,
that could be shared through the project

8.2.2.2 The event was advertised as an ‘Antiques Road Show’ style event and people were
encouraged to bring objects that they had collected to be identified. There were tables
manned by ‘experts’ in their respective fields who could answer questions, record people’s
ideas and display some of the artefacts that have been collected from the landscape. Experts
from the geological society, Scarborough naturalists, rotunda geologists, Scarborough
museum, Yorkshire Wildlife Trust and Scarborough Council took part. In addition, a
selection of the poems written by local primary school children was displayed.
8.2.2.3 This wealth of knowledge combined with good advertising and a healthy dose of tea
and cake brought an encouraging over 200 members of the public to the event. Local
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children had produced poetry – acrostic style poems about their villages. These poems gave
an interesting insight into how the young people viewed the area.
8.4.2.4 A number of interesting things were brought in, including::
•
•
•

Physical – a number of people have collected artefacts in their gardens, allotments and
even from old buildings. The sheer volume of objects and the quality of these were
outstanding.
Photos – Some local residents brought photos of the area in times gone by. This gave us
a good impression of the physical changes that have taken place even in the past 20/30
years.
Stories – There are a great number of people that have lived here all their lives and a
number came forward with wonderful stories painting a picture of life in the Vale dating
back to the 1930’s.

8.2.2.5 Many participants were from Staxton and the neighbouring villages, though some
had travelled from further afield. The tremendous response is evidence that there is a keen
interest from local residents in their local heritage and a great deal of interest in learning
more. Moreover, it showed that local people hold a great deal of information on the
cultural heritage of the place and are prepared to share it with others.
8.2.2.6 Participants were asked about their interest in learning more about the area, in
gaining new skills (that would help manage the landscape) and in volunteering. The general
feeling was that people would like to learn more, through similar events and other activities,
and some showed interest in learning new skills. However, it appears that most people who
are able and willing to volunteer are already doing so and that there is limited capacity for
new volunteering opportunities
8.2.2.7 Some of the feedback obtained following the event is shown here
‘I have really enjoyed the fossils. I learnt a lot more information today that I didn’t know
before. There are lots of different pictures that are really detailed and lots of different things
I have enjoyed’
Lucy, Year 6
'The coming together of so many diverse organisations with a common interest in the Vale
of Pickering highlights the value of the landscape to some many. It was clear from those that
attended the event, young and old, that there is a growing level of support for the Hidden
Valley Project. It was fantastic to see so many cherished archaeological and historical objects
brought in and the connection to the landscape they give.'
Rural Communities Heritage Co-ordinator, LEADER Coast, Wolds, Wetlands & Waterways

8.3 The specific barriers facing individual audiences, opportunities to tackle them and the
benefits of engaging the known audiences are summarised in Table 2 below.
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Table 2: Audience Analysis
Market

Sub-segment

Barrier

Opportunities

Benefits to Audience

Benefits to Project

Local
residents

Landowners/farmers

Economic – related to
wetting

Agri-environment funding

Managing climate change
impacts

Increasing nature
conservation value of
landscape

Tourism
Fears about negative
impacts of increased
access

Education
Leisure and recreation

Alternative sources of
income

Increasing management
capacity

Improved quality of life
Receptive audience for
heritage conservation
messages

Residents of villages
in/surrounding the
project area
Residents of Eastfield

Low awareness

Raise awareness

Poor access

Improve access

Lack of perceived reasons
to engage

Promote engagement
activities

Opportunities for exercise Unlocks community
and life long learning
heritage knowledge
Learn new skills

Eyes and ears support

Increase aspiration

Source of volunteers
Identify new advocates

Day Visitors

Residents of surrounding
urban areas
People making day trips
to the coast

Low awareness

Raise awareness

Lack of reasons to visit

Provide access,
interpretation, activities
and events

Additional leisure and
learning opportunities

More people learn about
the heritage
Some improvement in the
local economy
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Tourists

People staying in
accommodation in the
study area

Low awareness

Raise awareness

Lack of reasons to visit

Promote improved
access and interpretation

People staying in holiday
parks at the coast

Promote activities and
events

People staying in
accommodation in Filey
and Scarborough

Additional leisure and
learning opportunities

More people learn about
the heritage

Improved quality of
journeys

Some improvement in the
local economy
Better use of existing
access facilities

Promote viewpoints

Wolds Way and Cleveland
Way National Trail
Walkers & cyclists
Businesses

Local services in
villages/Eastfield

Low awareness

Raise awareness

No perceived benefits
Industrial estate
busnesses

Promote project and
events to local residents

Increased footfall

Low awareness

Raise awareness

No perceived benefits

Engage employees in
learning, surveying,
restoration, etc. as
training opportunity

Poor access connections

Engage in local project

Improved local footpath
and cycle access

Support the local
community through
supporting landscape and
activities
Opportunity to use local
access facilities
Employees learn about
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Potential resources
(funds, in kind,
volunteers)

local heritage
Tourism businesses

Develop access, events
and activities for visitors

Gives customers more
things to do – improves
attractiveness of business

Promote the heritage to
day and tourist visitors

Lack of opportunities to
engage

Create programme of
activity

Opportunity to improve
wetland habitats for birds

Increased resources for
surveying and habitat
management

Poor access to key sites

Improve access to key
sites

Opportunity to improve
the biodiversity value of
the rivers and drains

Lack of opportunities to
engage

Create programme of
activity

Lack of obvious focus for
visits

Opportunity to engage
with internationally
important project

Create visitor focus

Low awareness
No products to promote

Special
interests

Nature

Archaeology

Opportunity to learn
about the local heritage

Raised awareness of
important heritage
Local land-owners
encouraged to consrerve
heritage features
Increased resources for
archaeological field work

Geology/geomorphology

Lack of opportunities to
engage

Create programme of
activity

Opportunity to learn
about importance of local
geology
Opportunity for new
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Increased resources for
geological field work
Raised awareness of
important features

research
Education

Hard to
reach
groups

Pre-school, school,
college, university, life
long learning

Young people

Older people

Low awareness amongst
educators
Lack of education
resources

Raise awareness
Create new learning
packages
Create outreach
programmes for local
schools

Low awareness

Raise awareness

Lack of interest in
heritage

Create engaging events

Low awareness

Raise awareness

Physical access issues

Create accessible
opportunities

New learning resources
close by
New opportunities for
engaging studies
New opportunities for
local site visits

Low awareness

Raise awareness

No specialist provision

Create accessible
opportunities

Begin ‘learning journeys’
amongst local school
children

New interests and
activities

More people learn about
the heritage

Learning opportunities

A wider profile of people
learn about the heritage

Opportunities to remain
active
New or revived interests
Improved quality of life

Physical and sensory
disabilities

Engage young people in
the landscape and its
heritage

Learning and activity
resource close by
Opportunities to engage
with experts
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Improved quality of life

Disadvantaged
communities

Low awareness

Raise awareness

Lack of transport

Seek sustainable
transport opportunities

Health and education
opportunities
Develop new interests
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8.4 Current gaps in our understanding of our audiences are:
•
•
•
•

Businesses based on the industrial estate at Seamer, to the north of the project area
Holiday parks located along the coast, on the edge of the project area
Tourists and day visitors
Organisations working with

Further audience development work will required to develop activities to engage these groups.
Issues
CI1 A relatively small number of people in the villages (but a significant proportion of the population
here) has a deep knowledge and a strong connection with the landscape heritage; they are willing to
share this with others.
CI2 Most people living in neighbouring urban areas and tourist visitors have little or no awareness or
understanding of the landscape heritage.
CI3 The resident population is numerically small and divided into distinct audiences with different
perceptions and needs.
CI4 The number of visitors passing through the area to spend the day or longer at the coast is
enormous.
CI5 Local people have a number of concerns in relation to increasing access and promoting the area,
including making the A64 busier than it already is and increasing crime.
CI6 People want to learn more about the landscape heritage, but new volunteer capacity is likely to
be limited.
CI7 The Rivers Hertford and Derwent seemed to play a limited role in most local people’s interest
and enjoyment of the local area.
Opportunities
CO1 Improving access and promoting access opportunities to local residents, especially in Eastfield.
CO2 Improving access to the rivers could play a significant role in raising people’s interest and
appreciation of them and in improving access in the Vale as a whole.
CO3 Providing events and activities whereby local communities can record and share their landscape
heritage and learn more about it.
CO4 Promoting the Vale and its landscape heritage to day and tourist visitors to generate economic
and other benefits, for example by developing visitor facilities, self guided trails, etc.
CO5 Promoting sustainable transport options using the train and local bus services.
CO6 Encouraging local access on foot, by cycle and by public transport from Eastfield.
CO7 Developing education resources, especially for use by local primary schools.
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9.0 Recommendations for Actions Arising from the Consultation
9.1 There is a significant opportunity at this current moment in time to address the latent interest
and enthusiasm for landscape and heritage identified within the local communities and to link this
with current and planned activities of a large number of stakeholder organisations.
9.2 There are so many valuable initiatives which could go forward, given sufficient resources, that
there is clearly a need for coordination and amalgamation into a coherent landscape strategy. That
the wide range of stakeholder are receptive to such an approach and keen to cooperate gives a
major opportunity to make a significant and long lasting difference within this section of the Vale.
9.3 Whilst only one Action refers directly to the rivers of the area (Action 17), it is clear that the
majority of the broad actions, once worked up in detail, will have a specific rivers related aspect to
them. (the public events programme proposed in Action 19, the nature volunteers scheme outlined
in Action 2 and the biodiversity management works proposed in Actions 5 and 6, for example)
therefore collectively taking forward the aspirations of the Waterways Partnership
9.4 HLF’s aims for Landscape Partnership Schemes (LPS) are outcomes for heritage, people and
communities, and these provide an appropriate structure to bring together communities and
stakeholders as follows:
9.4.1 The LPS requires the following outcomes
Outcomes for heritage
§ Heritage will be better managed
§ Heritage will be in better condition
§ Heritage will be identified/recorded

Our Code
HLF1
HLF2
HLF3

Outcomes for people
§ People will have developed skills
§ People will have learnt about heritage
§ People will have volunteered time

HLF4
HLF5
HLF6

Outcomes for communities
§ Environmental impacts will be reduced
§ More people and a wider range of people will have engaged with heritage
§ The local area/community will be a better place to live, work or visit

HLF7
HLF8
HLF9

9.4.2 To achieve these, within the audience framework researched, we have formulated the
following categories for activities:
§
§
§

Involving people in the management of Yorkshire’s Hidden Vale and its heritage
Encouraging more people to visit Yorkshire’s Hidden Vale
Encouraging more people to learn about and enjoy the heritage of Yorkshire’s Hidden Vale
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9.4.3 Our proposed activities are as follows:
Below each action is a list of each of the HLF outcomes the action will deliver; the list of issues
identified above that the action will address and the list of opportunities above that the action is
designed to build upon.
Involving people in the management of Yorkshire’s Hidden Vale and its heritage
Action 1 Collecting people’s contributions (artefacts, stories, documents, images, etc.) – recording
stories and objects that would otherwise be lost and which could form part of proposed displays
HLF Outcomes
Issues
Opportunities

HLF3; HLF5; HLF6; HLF8; HLF9
LI6; GI1; EI2; AI1; AI3; SI3; CI1;CI2; CI3; CI4; CI6;
EO4; AO1; AO2; AO4; AO6; SO1; SO2; SO3; CO3;
CO4; CO7;

Action 2 Nature volunteers (surveying, habitat management) – providing and promoting
volunteering activities to existing groups and new volunteers
HLF Outcomes
Issues
Opportunities

HLF1; HLF2; HLF3; HLF4; HLF5; HLF6; HLF7; HLF8;
HLF9
LI6; GI1; EI2; EI3; AI1; AI2; AI3; SI1; SI2; SI3; CI1;
CI3; CI5; CI6;
HO1; HO2; HO3; LO3; GO1; GO2; GO3; EO1; EO3;
EO4; AO1; AO3; AO5; AO6; SO1; SO2; SO3; CO3;
CO4; CO5; CO6; CO7

Action 3 Archaeology volunteers (help on digs, field walking) – providing and promoting
volunteering activities to existing groups and new volunteers. Geology volunteers (focus on
Wykeham and Betton Quarries) – providing and promoting volunteering activities to existing groups
and new volunteers
HLF Outcomes
Issues
Opportunities

HLF1; HLF2; HLF3; HLF4; HLF5; HLF6; HLF7; HLF8;
HLF9
LI6; GI1; EI2; EI3; AI1; AI2; AI3; SI1; SI2; SI3; CI1;
CI3; CI5; CI6;
GO1; GO2; GO3; EO1; EO3; EO4; AO1; AO3; AO4;
AO5;AO6; SO1; SO2; SO3; CO3; CO4; CO5; CO6;
CO7

Action 4 Local access groups (focus on Sherburn) – working with North Yorkshire County Council’s
countryside volunteers and others to improve access around settlements Develop a network of local
heritage advocates – volunteers who will promote the programme and help coordinate activity and
information in individual communities and within tourism businesses
HLF Outcomes
Issues
Opportunities

HLF1; HLF2; HLF3; HLF4; HLF5; HLF6; HLF7; HLF8;
HLF9
LI6; GI1; EI2; EI3; AI1; AI2; AI3; SI1; SI2; SI3; CI1;
CI3; CI5; CI6;
GO1; GO2; GO3; EO1; EO3; EO4; AO1; AO3; AO5;
AO6; SO1; SO2; SO3; CO3; CO4; CO5; CO6; CO7
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9.4.4 A number of actions will target specifically landowners to drive forward landscape change on
the ground
Action 5 Working with the Internal Drainage Board and farmers to identify opportunities to raise the
water table locally to provide opportunities for further wetland creation.
HLF Outcomes
Issues
Opportunities

HLF1; HLF2; HLF7; HLF9
HI1; HI2; HI3; LI2; LI3; LI4; EI1; EI2; EI3; EI4; EI5;
EI6; AI2; SI1; SI4;
HO1; HO2; HO4; LO2; EO1; EO2; EO3; EO4; SO1

Action 6 Encourage landowners to convert appropriate sections of their land either to grazed wet
grassland or to a minimum tillage scheme to protect buried archaeology. (This may include
encouraging them to adopt an Environmental Stewardship scheme such as HLS in the future)
HLF Outcomes
Issues
Opportunities

HLF2; HLF7; HLF9
HI1; LI2; LI3; LI4; EI1; EI2; EI3; EI4; EI5; SI1; SI2;
SI3;
HO1; LO2; EO1; EO2; EO3; EO4; SO1; SO3

Action 7 Providing wide ranging training packages for landowners on the practical management of
wet grassland, water and ditches for the benefit of biodiversity and archaeology
HLF Outcomes
Issues
Opportunities

HLF1; HLF4; HLF5
LI2; LI3; LI4; EI1; EI2; EI3; EI4; EI5; SI1; SI2; SI3
HO1; LO2; EO1; EO2;EO3; EO4; SO1; SO2; SO3

Action 8 Encourage landowners to plant new small areas of wet woodland in appropriate locations
HLF Outcomes
Issues
Opportunities

HLF2; HLF7; HLF9
LI3; EI1; EI2; EI3; EI4; SI1; SI2; SI3
HO1; LO2; EO2; EO4; SO3

Action 9 Providing training packages for landowners on woodland management
HLF Outcomes
Issues
Opportunities

HLF1; HLF4; HLF5
LI2; LI3; EI1; EI2; EI3; EI4; SI1; SI2; SI3
HO1; LO2; EO2; EO4; SO2; SO3

Encouraging more people to visit Yorkshire’s Hidden Vale
Action 10 Create and market a focus for visitors to the Hidden Vale – by developing an
interpretation centre at Wykeham Lakes that will interpret how the landscape has changed over the
last 10,000 years. It should be noted that the majority of the costs for this initiative will be covered
by private resources from Hanson’s and the Dawnay Estate under a s106 agreement.
HLF Outcomes
Issues

HLF1; HLF2; HLF3; HLF5; HLF8; HLF9
LI2; LI3; LI4; GI1; EI1; EI2; EI5: AI1; AI2; AI3; SI2;

52

Opportunities

SI3; CI2; CI4; CI6; CI7
GO2; EO1; EO2; AO1; AO2; AO3; AO6; SO2; SO3;
CO3; CO4; CO5; CO7

Action11 Progress links with the East Yorkshire Nature Tourism Triangle– to establish Yorkshire’s
Hidden Vale as a nature tourism destination
HLF Outcomes
Issues
Opportunities

HLF5; HLF8; HLF9
LI6; GI1; AI1; CI2; CI4
GO1; GO2; EO1; EO4; AO1; AO3; AO4; AO5; AO6;
SO2; CO4; CO5; CO6;

Action 12 Create links with the caravan sites on the coast to provide information to their large
visiting audience.
HLF Outcomes
Issues
Opportunities

HLF5; HLF8
LI2; LI4; LI6; GI1; EI2; AI1; AI3; CI4; CI6; CI7
GO3; EO4; AO1; AO4; AO5; AO6; SO3; CO4; CO5;
CO6

Action 13 Create a website and mobile app to allow information to be downloaded onto mobile
phones
HLF Outcomes
Issues
Opportunities

HLF5; HLF6; HLF8
LI2; LI4; GI1; EI1; EI2; AI1; AI3; CI6; CI7
LO4; GO3;EO4; AO1; AO4; AO5; AO6; SO3; COI;
CO3; CO5; CO6; CO7

Action 14 Rail trails (promote access to walking routes by rail (with Rail Partnership) ) – to encourage
sustainable travel and provide access for people without access to a car
HLF Outcomes
Issues
Opportunities

HLF5; HLF7; HLF8; HLF9
LI5; AI1; CI2; CI4; CI5; CI6
HO3; EO4; AO1; AO2; CO1; CO2; CO4; CO5; CO6

Action 15 A64 lay-by/stopping place information – raising awareness amongst people who normally
pass through and encouraging them to explore further
HLF Outcomes
Issues
Opportunities

HLF5; HLF7; HLF8; HLF9
LI2; LI4; LI6; GI1; EI2; EI5; AI1; SI3; CI2; CI4: CI5;
CI6; CI7
HO3; GO1; EO1; EO4; AO1; AO2; AO5; CO1; CO2;
CO4; CO6

Action 16 Improve Spital Road/Star Carr Lane lay-by as an access/information point – information
and interpretation and linked access routes to encourage people to explore further
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HLF Outcomes
Issues
Opportunities

HLF5; HLF7; HLF8; HLF9
LI2; LI3; LI4; LI6; GI1; EI2; EI5; AI1; SI3; CI2; CI4:
CI5; CI6; CI7
HO3; GO1; EO1; EO4; AO1; AO2; AO5; CO1; CO2;
CO4; CO6

Action 17 Work with farmers and landowners to identify and create new access routes on foot,
creating circular walks from the villages for use by local people and visitors. This is particularly
applicable to the banks of the River Hertford.
HLF Outcomes
Issues
Opportunities

HLF1; HLF2; HLF5; HLF6; HLF7; HLF8; HLF9
HI3; LI5; AI1; SI4; CI5; CI6; CI7
HO3; AO1; AO2; AO5; CO1; CO2; CO4; CO5; CO6

Action 18 Create new viewing points at Staxton Hill, Spiker Hill and Seamer Carr Landfill site – with
parking, access for all and interpretation of the landscape
HLF Outcomes
Issues
Opportunities

HLF1; HLF2; HLF3; HLF5; HLF7; HLF8; HLF9
LI2; LI3; LI4; LI6; GI1; EI1; EI2; EI5; AI1; AI2; AI3;
CI2; CI4; CI5; CI6;
GO1; EO1; EO2; EO4; AO1; AO2; AO4; AO5; CO1;
CO4; CO6; CO7

Action 19 Run a programme of public events – to engage local people and visitors in the landscape
heritage and to raise awareness in general
HLF Outcomes
Issues
Opportunities

HLF1; HLF2; HLF3; HLF4; HLF5; HLF6; HLF7; HLF8;
HLF9
LI2; LI3; LI4; LI6; GI1; EI1; EI2; EI4; EI5; AI1; AI2;
AI3; SI1; SI2; SI3; CI1; CI2; CI3; CI4; CI5; CI6; CI7
HO1; HO2; LO3; GO1; GO2; GO3; EO1; EO2; EO4;
AO1; AO2: AO4; AO5; SO2; SO3; CO1; CO2; CO3;
CO4; CO5; CO6;

Encouraging more people to learn about and enjoy the heritage of Yorkshire’s Hidden Vale
Action 20 Develop education facilities at Wykeham Lakes and West Flotmanby – to provide
education visits focused on the geology, archaeology and wildlife.
HLF Outcomes
Issues

Opportunities

HLF1; HLF2; HLF3; HLF4; HLF5; HLF6; HLF7; HLF8;
HLF9
HI1; HI2; LI2; LI3; LI4;LI6; GI1; EI1; EI2; EI4; EI5;
AI1; AI2; AI3; SI2; SI3; SI4; CI1; CI2; CI3; CI4; CI6;
CI7;
HO1; HO2; GO1; GO2; GO3; EO1; EO2; EO4;
AO1; AO2; AO3; AO4; AO5; SO1; SO2; SO3; CO1;
CO2; CO3; CO4; CO5; CO6; CO7;

Action 21 Promote an education programme (school visits, learning group visits, etc.) – develop
education materials and provide guided and self-guided education trips
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HLF Outcomes
Issues
Opportunities

HLF1; HLF2; HLF3; HLF4; HLF5; HLF6; HLF7; HLF8;
HLF9
HI1; HI2; LI2; LI3; LI4; LI6; GI1; EI1; EI2; EI4; EI5;
AI1; AI2; AI3; SI2; SI3; CI1; CI2; CI3; CI4; CI6; CI7;
HO2; LO3; GO2; GO3; EO1; EO2; EO4; AO1; AO2;
AO3; AO4; AO5; SO2; SO3; CO1; CO2; CO3; CO4;
COP5; CO6; CO7;

Action 22 Targeted activities for hard to reach groups (Betton Farm/Basics Plus, schools/youth clubs
in Eastfield), – working in partnership with existing groups to ensure that everyone can access, learn
about and enjoy the heritage
HLF Outcomes
Issues
Opportunities

HLF1; HLF2; HLF3; HLF4; HLF5; HLF6; HLF7; HLF8;
HLF9
LI2; LI3; LI4; LI6; GI1; EI2; AI1; AI3; SI2; SI3; CI1;
CI2; CI3; CI4; CI6;
GO2; GO3; EO4; AO1; AO2; AO3; AO4; AO5; SO2;
SO3; CO1; CO3; CO4; CO5; CO6; CO7;

Action 23 Work with interest groups to establish a programme of village heritage days – based on
the successful pilot at Staxton, to build a shared community heritage of the Vale
HLF Outcomes
Issues
Opportunities

HLF1; HLF2; HLF3; HLF4; HLF5; HLF6; HLF8; HLF9
LI2; LI3; LI4; LI6; GI1; EI2; EI5; AI1; AI3; SI2; SI3;
CI1; CI2; CI3; CI4; CI6;
LO3; GO2; GO3; EO1; EO4; AO1; AO2; AO3; AO4;
AO5; SO2; CO1; CO3; CO4; CO5; CO6; CO7;

Action 24 Establish a biennial Scarborough Heritage Fair – to promote the unique landscape heritage
to a wider audience, including day visitors and tourists at the coast
HLF Outcomes
Issues
Opportunities

9.3.4

HLF3; HLF4; HLF5; HLF6; HLF8; HLF9
LI2;LI3; LI4; LI6; GI1; EI2; EI5; AI1; AI3; SI1; SI2;
SI3; CI1; CI4; CI5;
GO3; EO4; AO1; AO2; AO5; SO1; SO2; SO3; CO1;
CO3; CO4; CO5; CO6; CO7;

Project Management: To facilitate the above programme, the following actions will also be
undertaken

Action 25 The creation of a Partnership Board to direct the development and implementation of the
programme. This Board will be a balanced representation of the local communities and the
stakeholders. A significant aspect will be an intensive induction process to rapidly mould the Board
into an effective unit
HLF Outcomes
Issues
Opportunities

HLF1; HLF4; HLF5; HLF6; HLF9
LI1; SI1; SI2; SI3; CI1; CI3; CI5
LO1; LO2; EO3; EO4; AO5; SO1; SO2; SO3
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Action 26 Continuing exploration of local communities to identify further keen individuals and
particular enthusiasms which may be used to expand the programme
HLF Outcomes
Issues
Opportunities

HLF1; HLF2; HLF3; HLF4; HLF5; HLF6; HLF8; HLF9
GI1; EI3; AI1; AI3; SI2; SI3; CI1; CI3; CI5; CI6;
EO3; EO4; AO4; AO5; SO1; SO2; SO3; CO3; CO4;

Action 27 A review of the boundary to ensure we have the most appropriate area for a Landscape
Partnership Bid
HLF Outcomes
Issues
Opportunities

HLF1; HLF3
HI1; HI2; LI1; LI5; GI1; EI1; EI5; AI1; AI2; AI3; SI1;
SI4; CI1; CI3; CI5;
LO1; HO1; HO2; HO3; LO1; GO1; EO2; EO3; AO5;
SO1; CO1; CO2;

Action 28 Continuing detailed discussions between partners to identify opportunities for synergistic
and efficient delivery of individual projects
HLF Outcomes
Issues

Opportunities

HLF1; HLF2; HLF3; HLF4; HLF5; HLF6; HLF7; HLF8;
HLF9
HI1; HI2; HI3; LI1; LI5; LI6; GI1; EI1; EI2; EI3; EI4;
EI5; AI1; AI2; AI3; SI1; SI2; SI3; SI4; CI1; CI2; CI3;
CI4; CI5; CI6; CI7;
HO1; HO2; HO3; LO1; LO2; LO3; GO1; GO2; GO3;
EO1; EO2; EO3; EO4; AO1; AO2; AO3; AO4; AO5;
SO1; SO2; SO3; CO1; CO2; CO3; CO4; CO5; CO6;
CO7;

Action 29 Careful development of the programme budgets and opportunities for maximising match
funding
HLF Outcomes
Issues
Opportunities

HLF1; HLF6
LI1;
LO1

Action 30 Ensuring that the programme fully reflects the expectations of the LPS
HLF Outcomes
Issues
Opportunities

HLF1; HLF2; HLF3; HLF4; HLF5; HLF6; HLF7; HLF8;
HLF9
LI1
LO1
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Figure 1 Number of actions relating to each HLF aim
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Appendices
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APPENDIX 1: AUDIENCE PROFILES
Audience

Landowners/farmers

How many are there

§ Between 30-40?

Where are they

§ Across the region

What are their
characteristics

§
§
§
§
§
§

Are they engaged or
missing

§ Some engaged – harder to reach ones need to be spoken too
§ Parish Councils engaged

What do they know
about the Carrs

§ Strong link to land - historical
§ Good understanding of the landscape and key features
§ Many have interest and well informed of the wildlife that can
be found on the farm land.
§ Mixed ideas regarding the drainage of the land.
§ Parish Councils have a reasonable understanding of the area
but some have land holdings that they need more support
with.
§ Many have a farm and another business – holiday lets
§ Some are in HLS and are actively improving land for wildlife
§ Visit digs/events in the area
§ Walk their land
§ Resistance to change
§ Not keen for access to land unless controlled
§ Lack of understanding of the land (Parish Councils)
§ Work closely with farmers to plan events on their farms
§ Support Parish councils to prevent the land degrading (SINC
sites)

How do they use the
Carrs

Barriers

Opportunities to
address the barriers

What are they
interested in

Mostly Male 45+
Diversification – holiday lets etc
Many have lived here for some generations
Think on a longer timescales 10years +
Some have moved in more recently – 20 years
Other land owners – Dawnay Estates
Parish Councils

§ Farmers have a broader interests than expected – inc history,
archeology
§ Parish councils want to improve their parish, access within and
understanding of the sites.
§ Farmers are concerned with the future of HLS – sustainability
of the wetland projects
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Audience

Day Visitors

How many are there

§ 6.5 million/year (according to Welcome to Yorkshire)

Where are they

§ Local – Filey/Scarborough
§ Regional

What are their
characteristics

§ Varied

Are they engaged or
missing

§
§
§
§

What do they know
about the Carrs

§

§

How do they use the
Carrs
Barriers

§
§
§
§
§

Engaged through the questionnaire
Hard to reach group during winter as many will be
Spoke to walking group
Some of the people spoken to at children’s centre’s are Day
Visitors as are a number of the special interest groups
Those that are visiting the area do have a reasonable to good
understand (the special interest groups tend to have excellent
knowledge)
The day vistors that are not using the Vale of Pickering but are
visiting the Moors, Coast and Wolds have little or no
understanding. As mentioned before it’s a place that’s driven
through/past
Special interest groups who are day visitors- bird watching,
walking, photography
Roads
Engaging these people
Making them ‘stop in the area’
Getting to the area – people living in Filey and Scarborough
who do not have access to vehicles feel the public transport is
not flexible enough.

Opportunities to
address the barriers

§ Engagement in spring – summer in order to find out more
about their needs/interests
§ Offering a suite of activities for them to attend or other
reasons to visit the area
§ Create a ‘destination’ such as a visitors centre or activities
centre that would create a focal point.

Audience

Tourists

How many are there

§ 950,000 per year (According to Welcome to Yorkshire)

Where are they

§ Some around area – farm stays, caravan parks, campsites,
B&B and hotels
§ Large Holiday sites around A165 – Between Filey and
Scarborough.
§ Mostly from Yorkshire/Middleborough etc

What are their
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characteristics

§ Usually travelling around 1-2.5hours to visit.

Are they engaged or
missing
What do they know
about the Carrs

§ Missing as not the holiday season
§ Though have tried to discuss with mangers/owners of holiday
parks/holiday lets.
§ Unknown – though for some it will be very little as the area is
so poorly promoted.

How do they use the
Carrs

§ Holiday parks, caravan sites
§ use of shops, restaurants etc.

Barriers

§ Difficult to engage out of holiday season.

Opportunities to
address the barriers

§ Engage in summer
§ Promotion in the welcome packs
§ Need for leaflets

What are they
interested in

§ The managers/owners of the holiday lets and holiday parks
gave some ideas. Especially those visiting the more rural
based holiday parks and holiday lets, walking and enjoying the
countryside was a key attraction. Many tourists come from
cities and like to ‘get away from it’ when visiting the area.
§ IMPORTANT – leaflet in the pack – all the owners and
managers of the holiday lets saw this as a key engagement
tool.
§ More reasons to attract people to stay in the area

Engagement
opportunities
Benefits to audience
Benefits to project

§ Large audience
§ Spend money in the area

Other information

Audience

Businesses

How many are there

§ Unknown

Where are they

§ A number around the area with a concentration around
Eastfield
§ A variety of small local shops/business
§ A number of large national organisations e.g. McCains

What are their
characteristics
Are they engaged or
missing

What do they know
about the Carrs

§ Informal conversations were held with a number of small
business owners and stall holders (at the local farmers
market)
§ Many still need to be engaged though something more
‘tangible’ may be needed as a hook for larger businesses.
§ A number of them are also local residents. Their knowledge
varies.
§ Some of the larger companies have staff commuting in so the
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How do they use the
Carrs

§
§

§

§

Barriers
Opportunities to
address the barriers
What are they
interested in

Engagement
opportunities

Benefits to audience

individuals understanding of the area might be less.
Are they aware of their impact on the area?
For the smaller companies they rely on the local residents for
business and the tourists and day vistors for increased
revenue (especially cafes etc)
Many of the large companies rely heavily on the road
infrastructure for transport goods across the region and
further afield.
Larger companies are using the natural resources of the area
e.g. for growning potatoes

§ Difficult to engage
§
§ Look at ways the project could benefit them – CSR?

§ Profits, increased revenue
§ Smaller business – cafes/restaurants would benefit from an
increased footfall in the area.
§ Improved understanding and better promotion of the area.
§ More time needed
§ The arrangement of a conference/meeting/talk on the
opportunities of Nature Tourism or the effect of better
promotion in the area.
§
§ Increasing the number of visitors (and therefore potential
customers)
§ New business/business diversification opportunities

Audience

Special Interest

How many are there

§ Nature, Archaeology, Geology – number not known, probably
no more than 500
§ Some local residents
§ A number are around the periphery – Scarborough, Filey,
Wolds
§ Some based further afield –
§ Special interest – can be biased to these
§ Though have a good broader understanding of the
distinctiveness of the area.

Where are they

What are their
characteristics

Are they engaged or
missing

§ Engaged – through phone calls, emails and the questionnaire
responses. Some also attended the heritage day.

What do they know
about the Carrs

§ Conservationists/ecologists – Understanding of the habitat
degradation, species lists and surveying. Historical date
collection
§ Usually to carry out/ engage with their specialist interest;
Bird watching, rambling, wildlife surveys, Photography,

How do they use the
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heritage and archeological purposes.

Carrs
Barriers
Opportunities to
address the barriers
What are they
interested in
Engagement
opportunities
Benefits to audience
Benefits to project

§
§
§
§
§
§

Some reluctance to ‘share’ the spaces
Conflicting wishes for individual sites and management.
Give each group an opportunity to have their ‘voice’ heard.
Involve them in the process of developing projects
Use their extensive knowledge to shape the program of work
Usually their specialist interest BUT a number are keen on all
aspects of interest in the V of P and almost all recognise the
need to protect the heritage of the area.
§ Work with the existing groups to continue to inform.

§ A number of the projects that could be included in the bid
would support the work of these specialist interest groups.
§ Many of these people have a wealth of knowledge that could
be shared with others and link into a number of different
aspects of the project. This group will help with the
sustainability of the projects as they will continue to have an
interest in the development of the area.

Audience

Education Sector

How many are there

§ 1000+

Where are they

§ Primary and Secondary Schools

What are their
characteristics

§ 0-19 years old
§ Live and educated or work in the area.

Are they engaged or
missing

§ Engaged

What do they know
about the Carrs

§ Varying
§ Get the feeling that for secondary it wasn’t ‘cool’ to show
interest in the key themes of the project
§ The younger children showed more interest in the wildlife of
the area and seemed to have an understanding of the
heritage.
§ Very little
§ Cycling and some outdoor play.

How do they use the
Carrs
Barriers
Opportunities to
address the barriers
What are they
interested in

§ Restrictions to where they are allowed to go
§ Not interested
§ Engagement through the project

§ Showed interest in destinations like Dalby forest Centre
§ Cycling
§ Younger children (under 11) showed interest in Wildlife and

63

Engagement
opportunities

Benefits to audience

Benefits to project

‘playing out’
§ This is a key group to engage in the project
§ Create outreach opportunities for the young people to engage
in different aspects of the programme of works and projects.
§
§ The projects could link with this audience to offer them
exciting chances to engage with something new.
§ Improvements to safety and quality of access to outdoor play
opportunities
§ Health – increase the places that young people can partake in
physical activities such as cycling.
§ Sustainability – if young people are engaged now then the
next generation will be better informed about the V of P

Other information

Audience

Older People

How many are there
Where are they
What are their
characteristics

§ Across the region.
§ Any area that many people retire too
§ Either tend to be: Lived there since birth
Or Retired to the area

Are they engaged or
missing

§ Many engaged through the heritage day

What do they know
about the Carrs

§ Those who have lived here all there lives are a wealth of
knowledge.

How do they use the
Carrs

§ Live here but also may have worked here and played there.
§ One resident recalled tales of swimming in the rivers and
catching fish in jam jars.
§ Physical/health barriers may prevent them from being
engaged.
§ Aspects of the programme may use new technologies prevent
some older people been able to access information.
§ Look at many ways of promoting things
§ Create outreach opportunities that bring things to the people
rather than the other way round.
§ Heritage
§ Stories of old
§ Retaining the ‘feel’ of the area
§ Events such as the heritage day
§ Face to face meetings and events

Barriers

Opportunities to
address the barriers
What are they
interested in
Engagement
opportunities
Benefits to audience

§ To see some of the protection and restoration works would be
of interest.
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Benefits to project

§ Opportunities to engage in project
§ Have voices heard
§ Great wealth of knowledge.

Other information

§ It would be great if there was a way to record some of these
wonderful tales.

Audience

Physical and sensory disabilities

How many are there

§ UNKNOWN

Where are they

§ Across the area

What are their
characteristics
Are they engaged or
missing

§ Predominately Missing – discussed projects with local
disability group DAG and Betton Farm where Basics Plus, a
charity providing training and work opportunities for adults
with learning difficulties in Scarborough area, is based.
There do not appear to be any existing groups within the Vale
of Pickering that cater for disabilities
Reaching individuals with disabilities in the community is harder
than targeting groups but this is perhaps what is needed to be
done in order to address their needs or at least get some
guidance.

What do they know
about the Carrs

§ ?

How do they use the
Carrs

§ Seems limited

Barriers

§ Access issues – each individual would want something
different. The representative from DAG explained that
research has shown that each individual would require
different adaptations and some would prefer for there not to
be any!
§ Considerations for current walks and gates on these walks
§ Places to visit
§ Engage better with individuals.

Opportunities to
address the barriers
What are they
interested in
Engagement

§ Need to seek these out.
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opportunities
Benefits to audience

Benefits to project

§ Possible opportunity to improve access to the countryside
that will meet the needs of those that are currently unable to
visit the area.
§ If a project is considering all the possible needs of the
audience then it will be long-term more sustainable and
inclusive.

Other information

66

APPENDIX 2: On-line Questionnaire Results

An on-line questionnaire was se up and promoted within and around the project area. A total of188
people completed the questionnaire. Most were residents of the villages in the project area, or of
the surrounding towns.

Age Profile

People of all ages completed the questionnaire and the sample is felt to be reasonably
representative of the resident population, although, in common with other surveys of this kind, the
16-25 age group is under-represented and older people (aged 56 and older) are over-represented.

Family Connections to the Yorkshire’s Hidden Vale

Two-fifths of respondents (44%) a long family history in the area, though a small number (4%) no
longer lived in the area themselves. Over a third (36%) were the first of their family to live in the
area or were new to the area. The remainder were visitors to the area.
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Understanding of the Term “Carr”
Most respondents were able to give a reasonable accurate description of what a Carr is. Some had a
very detailed knowledge, though most people had only a general understanding of the term as a wet
or marshy place. A significant number (40) could not describe the term.

Answer - Can you tell us what the name ‘Carr’ means – as in
Sherburn Carr or Seamer Carr?

No of
Responses

Wetland

40

Don’t know

40

Low lying, wet

21

Marsh or swamp

14

Wet woodland

14

Flat, marshy land

8

Bog

4

Lake

3

Raised land or island

3

Peat land

2

Carr I believe refers to land in the flood plain of a river or
lake

1
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Carr is an old Norse word for wet shrubby area not yet
cultivated natural lowland that is poorly drained

1

Carr land is usually wet, of poor arable quality but can be
improved with drainage

1

Carr land is usually wet, of poor arable quality but can be
improved with drainage

1

Countryside

1

Damp bottom land prone to flooding which has developed
from original shallow lake bottom, by invasion of plant
species and silting, into peaty scrubland generally useable for
agriculture for sheep or rough cattle, although some area
with sufficient depth of peaty soil are ploughed and made
productive with high fertiliser application

1

Flooded land

1

Have heard of Star Carr and the finds there, but not sure
what the word Carr means

1

It originated from the Norse "Kjarr" meaning
wetland/bog/marsh

1

Moor or common land, no intent farming

1

Near water

1

Open space with a combination of scrubland and wetland

1

Reed bed

1

Seasonally wet area

1

Settlement around a lake.... wetland ground

1

Something to do with water, marsh land in the past

1

The land to the North in the carr land valley.

1

Viking word for 'wood' (possibly)

1

Water meadow

1

Wet fen

1

Wet place

1
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Wet, marshy land, sometimes with trees such as alder
growing.

1

Wood

1

Visiting the Yorkshires Hidden Vale

Three-quarters (76%) of respondents already made visits to the area.

Those that already made visits to the area visited a wide variety of places; many, it appears, make
relatively local visits, often on foot, close to the place where they live.

Answer – Where do you go?

No of
Responses

Seamer/Seamer Carr

11

Staxton area

9

Star Carr

9

Sherburn area

8

Snainton area

8

Wykeham (including Lakes)

8

River Hertford

6

Muston area

4
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Gristhorpe area

3

Willerby area

3

Potter Brompton area

2

Sawdon

1

Settrington

1

Three-quarters of visits (75%) were made on foot and over half (54%) involved some kind of wildlife
watching. Over a quarter of trips (29%) involved walking with a dog.

Other activities undertaken on trips were mostly for work or utility trips of various kinds, but they
also included a variety of leisure activities, as shown in the table below.

Answer – Other what do you do?

No of
Responses

Bird watching

5

Archaeology

2

Church

2

Fishing

2

Photography

2
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Metal detecting

1

Horse riding

1

Star gazing

1

Barriers to Visiting the Area

The main reasons that people did not visit the area were because they had no knowledge of it or had
no information on the area. Lack of time and lack of access to transport/distance from the area
were also identified and two people said that they saw it as a ‘place to pass through’ rather than a
place to visit.

Answer - What prevents you from visiting the area?

No of
Responses

No knowledge of the area

19

No information on the area

8

Lack of time

6

Lack of transport/other access issue

4

Distance

4

Perceived as a place to travel through

2

Current Perceptions of Yorkshire’s Hidden Vale

Whilst a proportion (27 respondents) had no clear perception of the area, most had a perception.
Most commonly, this included wetland or wildlife. The table below shows respondents’ first answer;
in many cases they also provided secondary comments. Often these often included positive words
(beautiful/attractive) or negative words (boring/featureless).
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Answer - What can you tell us about the countryside of
the Carrs

No of
Responses

Nothing/don’t know

27

Wildlife/birds/habitats

27

Wet/wetland/water

25

Drained/former lake

13

Archaeology/Star Carr/Stone Age Occupation

9

Flat/long views

8

Farmland

8

Peaceful

7

Unspoilt, natural

3

The Importance of Star Carr

Most respondents were able to say why Star Carr is important and the overwhelming majority new
that it was for the archaeology/the history of human occupation. However, there was some
confusion over the actual historic period.

Answer - Why is Star Carr Important

No of
Responses

Don’t know

39

Archaeology/archaeological site/archaeological
finds/excavations

33

Mesolithic site

23

Historic site

12

Ancient remains

9

Neolithic site

6

Oldest evidence of human settlement

6
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Pre-historic settlements

5

Early lake dwellers

5

Wildlife/birds

5

Historic artefacts preserved in the peat

5

Stone age site

2

Early archaeological site

2

Hunting/hunter-gatherer camp

2

Iron age site

2

Good farming land

1

Natural beauty

1

Sensitive area under threat

1

Improving Access to Yorkshire’s Hidden Vale

Respondents suggested a number of ways to improve access to the area, most commonly by
improving the footpath network (including the management and maintenance of existing routes and
developing new routes, especially to make circular walks). Signage (on and off-road) was felt to be
lacking. Improving accessibility to the area, by providing places to park (from which people could
then walk) or by improving public transport was also identified. Some felt that a visitor centre and
interpretation would help.

Answer – How could we improve access to the area?

No of
Responses

Improve paths/create more paths/walkways

64

Signage

39

More/better parking

16

Better public transport/more busses

12

More information

7

Advertising/publicity

6
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Produce a map of the area

6

Interpretation

5

Visitor centre

4

Bird hides

3

Road signs

2

More/better bridleways

2

More/better cycleways

2

Toilets

2

Visiting the River Hertford

A majority had not made a visit (knowingly) to the River Hertford. The main reasons for this were
that they did not know of its existence or did not know how to get to it.

Answer – Have you ever visited the River Hertford and if
not, what has stopped you

No of
Responses

No

100

Yes

69

Of which didn’t know it existed/not heard of it

48

Not sure how to get there

6

Perceptions of the River Hertford

Just under half were not able to provide any facts about the River. A similar number was aware that
the River was ‘man made’ or ‘canalised. Smaller numbers of respondents knew that the river is
important for drainage, for wildlife, or that it flows away from the sea and into the River Derwent.
Answer – can you tell us anything special about the River
Hertford?
No/nothing

No of
Responses
76

75

Man-made watercourse

74

Wildlife/birds/otters

16

Drain/built to drain land

14

Flows inland/flows away from the sea

14

Canalised river

7

Small/sluggish river

4

Joins the River Derwent

2

Dug by prisoners from the Napoleonic Wars

2

Improving the River Hertford

Three-quarters (77%) would like to see better access on foot along the banks of the River Hertford
and two thirds (62% would like to see its wildlife improved. Most of the ‘other’ responses related to
improving access, wildlife or water quality.

What Do People Want To Know?

Three-quarters of respondents said that they are interested in learning more about the wildlife
(79%) or the archaeology/how people lived here in prehistoric times (76%). Respondents were also
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interested in historic buildings, the rivers, farming and drainage. Other responses mostly related to
these, but also what landowners are doing now to improve wildlife.

How Would People Like To Learn More?

Respondents told us that they would like to learn through a variety of different methods, including
open days, guided walks, leaflets and a visitor centre. ‘Other’ responses included Talks, website,
geo-caching, twitter and podcasts.
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Interest in Volunteering

Respondents said that they would be interested I volunteering for a range of activities, most
commonly wildlife conservation or surveying work, and archaeology. A significant number of ‘other’
responses advised that many people could not volunteer for a variety of reasons, including being too
busy, too old, unfit or already volunteering for other activities.

Learning New Skills

Wildlife and archaeological surveying were the most sought new skills, followed by learning
traditional building techniques. ‘Other’ responses included hedge laying and conservation of aquatic
life.

78

